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1. Ban s^c van hoa va chu nghia dan toe Viet Nam 
Viet Nam dang trong qua trinh hgi nhap ngay cang sau vao ndn kitJi td toan eau. 

Dttng trudc rihting thach thttc cua khu vuc hoa va toan cau hoa, cd mgt cau hdi bong trd 
thanh tam diem cua cac quan tam hgc thuat va tranh luan cua gidi truydn thdng, do la: 
Ban sac van hoa Viet Nam la gi, va ban sac ay cd vai trd va y nghTa the nao trong qua 
trinh toan eau hoa? 

Thuc ra, nhiing cau hdi nay khdng phai mdi dugc dat ra gan day. Trong sudt trudng 
ky lich stt ctta dan tgc Viet Nam, mdi khi dttng trudc nguy co ehu quydn qudc gia bi de 
doa bdi cac thd luc ben ngoai thi van dd ban sac van hoa lai dugc dat ra va trd thanh tam 
diem ctta cac tranh luan. Trudc day, cac nha nghien cttu nude ngoai thudng ed khuynh 
hudng nhin nhan van hoa Viet Nam nhu la mgt ban sao cua khuon mau Trung Hoa 
(Woodside 1988). Trdn thuc te, cac gia tri Khdng giao da ludn song hanh vdi cac thd 
che chinh tri Viet Nam trong lich stt. Ngay ca khi dat nudc da hoan toan bi dat dudi ach 
cai tri ctta thuc dan phuong Tay, tang ldp tri thttc va gidi thugng luu trong xa hgi Viet 
Nam van cd xu hudng quay ve vdi cac gia tri va khuon mau Trung Hoa, cd gang cd-suy 
cho tu tudng Nho giao nham tim kidm chd dua vd ly luan va qua do cung cd vi the xa 
hgi cua hg va nang cao tinh than dan tgc. Dd la ly do tai sao trong khi dinh nghTa Viet 
Nam, cac hgc gia nudc ngoai thudng cd gang lidn he vdi cac gia tri Khdng giao. 

Tuy nhidn, nhiing tranh luan chdng lai quan diem nhin nhan van hoa Viet Nam nhu 
mgt ban sao ctta Trung Hoa cd le da dugc thoi bung ldn manh me hon khi quan he Viet 
- Trung xau di trong nhiing nam cudi 1970 va dau 1980. Dugc khuydn khich bdi tinh 
than dan tgc, cac nha nghidn cttu trong nudc bat dau di tim ngudn gdc ban dia ctta van 
hoa Viet Nam nham chung minh su khac bidt giua hai ndn van hoa. Khdng chi xuat phat 
tu nhiing dae didm ctta kien tnic thugng tang nhu td chttc nha nudc, tu tudng va giao 
due ma cd thd da chiu nhidu anh hudng cua Trung Hoa, ngudi ta bat dau tiep can van 
hoa ttt mgt hudng khac: Tap trung xem xet van hoa dan gian nhu la "hdn cua dan tgc" 
(Trdn Qudc Vuong, 2000) dd ttt. do phat tridn cac y tudng khoa hgc. Lap luan vd mgt 
nen van minh lua nudc va quan he xdm lang nhu la nen tang can ban ctta van hoa Viet 
Nam da dugc hudng ung nhiet thanh. Tu tudng dan tgc chtt nghTa cung la dgng luc 
manh me khoi nguon cho cuoc tranh luan ndng bdng xoay quanh van hoa Ddng Son va 
ngudn gdc trdng ddng c6 giua cac nha nghidn cttu Viet Nam va Trung Qudc. Cudc tranh 
luan nay da keo dai hang thap ky va chi tam ling xudng khi xung dot Viet Nam - Trung 
Qudc da diu di (Han Xiaorong 1998). 

vdn de ban sac van hoa cua dan tgc gid day lai ndi ldn nhu mgt trgng tam ctta cac 

* TS.; Dai hpc Qu6c gia Hd Npi. 
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thao luan khoa hgc khi Viet Nam dang ngay cang hgi nhap sau hon vao ndn kinh te toan 
cdu. Tuy nhidn, nhiing tranh luan vd tu tudng Khdng giao, van minh xdm lang hay trdng 
ddng Dong Son gid day dudng nhu it dugc nhic lai. Cac nha nghidn cttu cam thd>̂  cdn 
phai tim ra mgt bidu tugng indi cua ban sic van hoa Viet Nam, dang ed thd gittp cd kdt 
dan tgc nham canli tranh thang lgi trong mgt thd gidi dugc td chttc bdi cac qudc gia -
dan tgc. Chinh trong bdi canh nay, dao thd ciing td tidn da dugc nhin nhan lai nhu mgt 
"qudc dao" va mgt bidu tugng mdi dai didn cho ban sic van hoa Viet Nam. Ttt mgt thuc 
hanh ton giao trong ngi bg gia dinh va dong hg, khai niem thd cttng td tidn da dugc xem 
nhu la mgt tdn giao chung ctta cac tgc ngudi trong ca nudc. Gin vdi lap luan nay, vide 
thd cttng Hiing Vuong, mgt nhan vat trong truydn thuydt ctta ngudi Viet, da dugc tdn 
vinh nhu la "qudc td", va ngay tudng nidm dng da dugc nha nudc cdng nhan la ngay Id 
trgng dai ctta ea dan tgc. Cd ve nhu chu nghTa dan tgc Viet Nam dang dugc cau trttc lai, 
trong do ban sic van hoa ndi ldn nhu mgt cttu canh cua qua trinh hgi nhap qudc td. 

Cd thd thdy ring, hgi nhap kinh td va toan cau hoa dang dat Viet Nam trudc mgt 
thach thue thuc su vd van hoa. Sau khi he thdng xa hgi chu nghTa thd gidi tan ra va hgc 
thuydt vd chtt nghTa qudc te vd san chi edn la nhung gia tri lich stt, Viet Nam cd khuynh 
hudng quay trd lai vdi chtt nghia dan tgc. Nhiing gia tri van hoa va tdn giao ban dia, von 
dugc xem la nhiing phong tue lac hau va me tin di doan dudi thdi thinh tri eua cac tu 
tudng each mang nay bdng nhidn co mgt y nghTa quan trgng trong thdi ky hgi nhap kinh 
td. Trd lai vdi cdi nguon, tdn vinh cac gia tri van hoa tmydn thdng va cd kdt dan tgc da 
dugc xac dinh nhu mgt chidn lugc van hoa cua Viet Nam trong thdi dai hgi nhap toan 
cdu (Nguyen Khoa Didm [Cb.], 2001). 

Trong phan tidp theo ctta bai vidt nay, tdi se xem xet nhiing thao luan gan day vd 
ban sac van hoa va ehu nghTa dan tgc trong ITnh vuc nhan loai hgc van hoa Viet Nam. 
Quan tam chinh ctta tdi khong phai la de phan dinh dttng sai hoac nghieng ve mgt ehu 
thuydt nao dd. Tdi ehi tap trung vao cudc tranh luan vd dao thd cttng td tien nhu mgt 
hudng tidp can dd tim hieu xem tu tudng dan tgc chtt nghTa cd anh hudng thd nao ddn 
each giai thieh ban sac van hoa trong nhan loai hgc van hoa d Viet Nam hidn nay. 

2. Thtr cung to tien va ban sac van hoa Viet Nam 
Tdi nhd khi edn la mgt sinh vien d dai hgc Amsterdam, mgt giao su da cd lan hdi 

toi rang anh la ngudi theo tdn giao nao. Tdi da gdn nhu ngay lap tttc tra ldi khdng mgt 
chut ddn do rang tdi la ngudi khdng ton giao. Nhimg cau hdi tidp theo etta dng dy: "Thd 
nha anh ed thd cung td tidn khdng?" da lam tdi giat minh. Qua vay, khong chi gia dinh 
toi ma hau hdt cac gia dinh Viet Nam tdi bidt ddu thd td tidn. Ngudi Viet khdng chi thd 
Cling nhung ngudi da khuat trong gia dinh, ma hang nam, tat ca nhiing ngudi dan dng ttt 
16 tuoi trd ldn trong ddng hg ddu ed nghTa vu gop gid va hgp mat vao ngay gid td hang 
nam dd tudng nhd vi td chung cua ca ddng hg. Moi khi lang ed Id hay trong gia dinh cd 
nhirng su kien dac bidt, ngudi ta ddu lam Id cung cao td tidn va cdu mong dugc td tidn 
che chd va phu hg. Rd rang thd cttng td tidn la mgt thuc hanh thudng xuydn trong mgi 
gia dinh Viet Nam, den ndi chttng ta khdng cdn nhan ra dd la mgt nghi Id cd titih tdn 
giao. Toi bat dau suy nghT vd vdn dd nay mgt each nghidm tttc hon: Td tidn la ai? Tai 
sao nhidu ngudi Viet Nam lai khdng cdng nhan thd cung td tidn la mgt nidm tin tdn 
giao, hoac ed y nghT thudng true ring nhiing ai thd cttng td tidn la ngudi khdng tdn 
giao? Ban chdt ctta thd cttng td tidn la gi, va nidm tin ton giao nay ed y nghTa thd nao 
trong ddi sdng van hoa eua ngudi Viet Nam? Dd tim kidm cau tra ldi, tdi da danh nhidu 
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thdi gian tham khao tai lieu va khao sat thuc te dd cd gang hidu dugc nhiing van dd nay. 
Co thd ndi, thd cung td tidn la mgt sinh hoat phd bien d hau hdt eae gia dinh ngiidi 

Viet hidn nay. Nhung khao sat xa hgi hgc gdn day d 5 tinh thanh tren ca nudc bao gdm 
Ha Ngi va thanh phd Hd Chi Minh da cho bidt gdn nhu 100% cac gia dinh ngudi Viet d 
ca khu vuc ndng thdn va thanh thi deu cd ban thd td tidn. Nhung ngudi theo tdn giao 
khac nhu Dao Phat va Dao Thidn chtta ciing lam cac nghi thttc cttng gid td tidn . Ngoai 
ngay gid chinh^, trdn mgt phdn ba sd hg gia dinh dugc khao sat cho bidt hg thap huong 
trdn ban thd td tien hang ngay, sd cdn lai thip huong deu dan vao ngay rdm va ngay dau 
tien mdi thang Am lich (Dang Nghidm Van 2001:267; Pham Quynh Phuong, 2001:83). 
Ghi nhd ngay gid etta cac thanh vidn da khuat trong gia dinh de thd cttng, cham sdc md 
ma td tidn, luu gift gia pha ctta ddng hg, va tang eudng cac sinh hoat thd cttng td tien 
chung ctta ddng hg dang trd thatih mgt khuynh hudng ram rd d cac dia phuong, nhat la 
ttt sau khi chidn tranh kdt thttc va ehinh sach tdn giao ctta Dang Cgng san da trd ndn edi 
mdhon. 

Mgt nha nghidn cttu tdn giao Phap, cha Cadiere (1869-1955), khi quan sat cac thuc 
hanh tdn giao trong gia dinh ngudi Viet hdi ddu thd ky XX da nhan xet mgt each rat tinh 
te rang thd cung td tidn da hgi nhap vao trong hanh vi ting xtt hang ngay ctta cac thanh 
vidn trong gia dinh, va trong tu tudng ctta hg ludn tham nhuan anh hudng ctta cac quyen 
luc sidu tu nhidn Ittc nao ciing can kd ben canh. Theo Cadiere (1958) thi trong tam thttc 
ngudi Viet Nam, gia dinh theo nghTa rdng ctta ttt nay khdng chi bao gdm nhiing ngudi 
dang song ma ca nhiing thanh vidn da khuat. Nhung ngudi da chet vin dang tdn tai 
trong mgt hinh thttc khac, va hg vin anh hudng den hanh vi ttng xtt eua cac thanh vien 
dang sdng theo mgt each nao dd. Gia tri cua eae quan sat etta Cadiere da dugc nhieu 
nghidn cttu ctta cac hgc gia Viet Nam xac nhan va cho ddn nay van cdn nguydn gia tri. 

Dao Duy Anh, nha van hoa hgc tidn bdi Ctta Viet Nam cho rang, tuc thd cung td 
tidn cua ngudi Viet xuat phat ttt quan nidm sau xa vd hdn (soul) vaphdeh (vital spirits) 
cua eon ngudi. Hdn la tam thttc (consciousness), khdng ed hinh hai; phach (cdn ggi la 
via) la hinh the va la chd nuong trtt etta tam thttc^. Khi ngudi ta chdt thi hdn lia khdi xae 
(disembody) va bay ldn thinh khdng, edn phach thi tidu xudng ddt. Nhu vay la the xae 
hay hinh hai ed the tieu tan nhung phan hdn etta eon ngudi thi dtt lia khdi xae nhung 
van tdn tai d dau dd ma ta khdng nhin thay dugc. Ngudi ta tin ring linh hdn la bat ttt, va 
hon cua ngudi chdt vin can du vao ddi sdng ctta gia dinh, thudng san sdc con chau, va 
lidn he vdi thd gidi ngudi sdng thdng qua hinh thttc phu hg, ban phttc va bao mgng. Nhu 

' Theo Ddng Nghigm Van (2001:267), ndm 1939, Gido hpi Thien chiia gido chinh thuc cho phep ngufii 
theo Dao Thien chiia o Trung Quoc duoc th^ ciing to tien theo Huan thi Plane compertum est ngay 
8.12.1939 ciia Gido hodng Pio XIIL Hudn thi tren ciing dupc phep thuc hien voi gido dan Viet Nam tir 
ndm 1964. Cung theo tdc gid ndy, 64% gido dan Hd Npi c6 bdn tho t6 tien tai gia, trong khi d Hu6 vd TP. 
H6 Chi Minh ty Ig ndy Id 98%. 
^ Ngdy gio, con gpi Id ngdy ky, dupc t6 chuc vao ngay mdt vi nguoi ta tin rang do la ngdy linh h6n ciia 
con ngu&i di vdo coi vTnh hdng. 
^ Cde ngu6n tdi lieu khde nhau dgu cho rang hdn vaphdeh c6 thg duoc xem nhu Id tinh thdn vd thg xac. 
H6n la cdi khong nhin t̂hdy duoc nhung tni ngu trong thg xde con ngu6i, n6 bdt tu vd t6n tai tru6c khi 
hinh hdi hien hiiu... Hon thupc coi thigh va xde thupc c5i dia. Mac du con c6 nhCrng cdch gidi thich khde 
nhau nhung khdi niem linh hon c6 quan he chat che vdi quan niem vg cupc s6ng 6 mpt thg gi6i khde sau 
khi thg xde dd lia tran. 
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vay, ban chdt etta vide thd cttng to tidn dugc dua trdn nidm tin ring ngudi chdt va ngudi 
sdng ed su lidn he mat thidt va ho trg nhau. Con chau thi tham hdi, khdn cao tidn nhan. 
T6 tidn thi che chd, din dit hau the. Vide cttng gio chinh la each de ngudi ta thire hidn 
giao luu giua cdi duong va cdi am (Dao Duy Anh, 1938 & 2002): 243-47). 

Trong khi quan nidm vd tinh bat ttt ctta linh hdn la ngudn gdc can ban cua su thd 
Cling ngudi chdt thi phong tuc nay cung ed thd dugc bit ngudn ttt nhung nguyen nhan 
khac, chdng han nhu n§i sg hai vd sir trimg phat ctta cac linh hdn, nidm thuong tide va 
sir ton Sling quydn lue ngudi gia trudng trong gia dinh (Tokarev, 1994; Pham Quynh 
Phuong, 2001). Dang tide la eae khia canh nay da khdng dugc di sau nghien ciiu. 

Mac du ed the edn cd nhiing quan nidm khac ve can nguydn etta tuc thd cttng td 
tidn, nhung cot ldi va ban chat ctta thuc hanh nay rd rang bat ngudn tu nidm tin vao moi 
lien he cua ngudi da chdt trong gia dinh va ddng tgc ddi vdi cac thanh vidn dang sdng. 
Day la mgt nidm tin cd tinh tdn giao da xuat hidn ttt lau trong lich stt loai ngudi va van 
dang hidn didn d nhidu nen van hoa va tdn giao trdn the gidi. Tuy nhidn, nghi Id tdn thd 
eae thanh vidn da chet cua gia dinh cd the rat khac nhau tuy thude vao mdi ndn van hoa 
va xa hgi eu the. C) ngudi Viet, cung vdi qua trinh phat tridn ctta xa hgi, cac hinh thttc va 
nghi Id thd cttng td tidn dugc thua lihan rdng rai va nhidu y nghTa mdi da dugc gan cho 
tuc thd Cling nay, dac bidt la sau khi cac tu tudng Tam giao (Khdng, Lao, Phat) dugc du 
nhap vao xa hgi Viet Nam. Nhiing anh hudng ctta cac khudn mau van hoa gdc Trung 
Hoa ndi tren cd thd dugc xem xet d ca khia canh nghi thttc lln quan nidm vd y nghTa eua 
tuc thd cung td tidn. 

Trudc hdt, cd thd noi cac nghi thttc thd cttng va each sap xdp ban thd td tidn ctta 
ngudi Viet vd eo ban thd hidn su tuan thtt eae hudng din dugc ghi trong sach Gia Li va 
Thp Mai gia li ctta Trung Qudc (Dao Duy Anh, 2002: 247). Bai vi eua td tidn'', mgt 
hinh thttc phd bidn thudng thay trdn cac ban thd ctta ngudi Trung Hoa, cung thdy hidn 
didn d noi trang trgng nhdt trdn ban thd td tidn ctta ngudi Viet. Dac bidt, cung gidng nhu 
ngudi Trung Hoa, ngudi Viet thudng lim gift gia pha etta td tidn va dd len ban thd nhu 
mgt each tudng nhd vd nhftng ngudi da khudt .̂ Quan nidm ctta Khdng ttt: "Ngudi ta 
phai thd ngudi chet cung nhu thd ngudi sdng" dugc van dung tridt de vao vide chudn bi 
cac do cttng le cho ngudi da chdt nhu thttc an, dd udng, qudn do va ca cac vat dung can 
thiet cho sinh hoat hang ngay dudi hinh thttc dd cttng. Tuy nhidn, anh hudng quan trgng 
nhat ctta Khdiig giao la quan nidm vd y nghTa ctta vide thd cttng td tien. Ngudi Viet 
Nam ddu tin ring day la mgt hinh thttc thd hidn tinh thdn "hidu dd" va "tdn kinh" ctta 
con chau ddi vdi cac bae sinh thanh. Chung ta ddu bidt ring "Dao Hidu" la mgt edt loi 
cua Khdng giao, trong dd quy dinh cac bdn phan phai ton kinh va cham sdc cha me ctta 
con cai. Dao Hidu da gittp nang cao y nghTa cua tuc thd ciing td tien, khdng ehi bd hep 
trong pham vi mgt nidm tin ed tinh tdn giao thudn tuy ma hon thd, trd thanh mgt thuc 
hanh ton giao cd tinh dao dttc va luan ly. Cac cau ddi, dai tu, van bia, gia pha, bai van 

Bdi vi (ancestral tablet) dupc ldm bang g6 hoac gidy tren d6 c6 ghi tgn higu, chiic vi ciia nhiJng ngu&i 
dupc tho vd dg 6 vi tri ton nghigm trang trpng nhdt trgn ban tho. Theo quy dinh thi trong gia dinh, bdi vj 
chi ghi tgn edc vi t6 tign tir 4 ddi tro xu6ng, bao g6m Ky (Cao), Cu (Tdng), Ong (T6), vd Cha (Khdo). Cde 
vi t6 tign xa hon thi dupc thd d nhd thd t6 chung cua cd ddng hp, vd bai vi d nhd thd ndy chi cd tgn vi 
thuy td ma thdi (Dao Duy Anh, 1938; Toan Anh 1992). 
^ Nhigu tpc ngudi khde d Ddng Nam A luc dja va hai dao khdng cd gia phd ghi chep edc thg hg td tien ciia 
ddng hp. Td tign ddi vdi hp chi Id mpt khai niem triru tupng dupc luu giii trong ky lic. 
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khdn td tien, va ca nhiing Idi ran day con ehdu dugc van ban hoa va dgc ldn trong cac 
dip cttng gid td tien, v.v., ddu dugc xay dung trdn tinh thdn Nho giao, trong do nhan 
manh y nghia nhd cm nhung ngudi sinh thanh va nghia vu luu truydn ndi gidng, vinh 
danh tidn td cua eon chau. Y nghla cua vide nhd on td tidn trong Dao Hidu khdng chi 
thdm dim trong ldi sdng va hanh vi iing xu cua ngudi Viet, ttt tdng ldp binh dan ddn 
gidi thugng luu, nd cdn dugc ca he thdng chinh tri va phap luat cua cac nha nudc Viet 
Nam trong nhidu thd ky qua bao hg .̂ Cac bg luat ctta Viet Nam dudi thdi phong kien 
ddu ed quy dir|h trttng phat nhiing ngudi eon ttt chdi vide phung duong cha me va bd be 
Cling gio td tidn. Khdng ehi ed vay, nhiing ngudi khdng cd con trai ndi ddi ddng hg dd 
cham lo viec td tu td tidn cdn bi xem la "dai bdt hidu". Ngudi ta lo sg rang vong hdn ctta 
ngudi qua ed khdng dugc cham sdc se trd thanh cac "co hdn", phai chiu lang thang doi 
ret va lam hai ngudi khac ''. Chinh vi nhiing anh hudng ctta Nho giao trong eae quy dinh 
vd each thttc thd cttng td tidn ma Dao Duy Anh da nhan xet rang "mdi ngudi Viet Nam, 
trong sudt cuoc ddi hg, ddu hit thd khdng khi ctta Khdng ttt, udng nudc etta Khong ttt, 
an com etta Khdng ttt, va cho ddn tan ngay vd vdi cdi vTnh hang, vin sdng trong vong 
cuong toa ctta eae nghi Id Khdng giao" (1994:23). Tu tudng cd con trai ndi doi dong tgc 
va thd cung td tidn cho ddn nay vin edn la mgt trong nhiing dgng luc manh me ctta tap 
quan sinh de d nhidu gia dinh Viet Nam (Nguydn Van Chinh, 2002:231 -254). 

Cac din chttng ndu ra d trdn cho phep nhan xet rang thd cttng td tidn, mgt nidm tin 
ton giao ban dia, da dugc thd chd hoa vdi nhiing nghi thttc va quan nidm Khdng giao 
Trung Hoa. Cac ydu td van hoa Trung Hoa da dugc tich hgp vao trong phong tiic cua 
ngudi Viet dd trd thanh mgt phan cua ddi sdng tdn giao, luan ly va van hoa ctta hg. 
Nhiing ydu td Khong giao nay lam cho tiic thd cttng td tidn etta ngudi Viet khac bidt rat 
nhidu so vdi cac nhdm tgc ngudi khong chiu anh hudng Nho giao d Viet Nam . Quan 
sat each thd cttng linh hdn ngudi chdt ctta ho, chiing ta cd thd thay noi thd tu thudng d 
mgt goc khuat nao do trong nha hay ben bdp Itta ma ngudi la khd ed thd nhan biet dugc 
chtt khdng phai d noi trang trgng nhat dugc bai tri eau ky nhu van thay d ngudi Viet 

^ Viec Nho gido dg cao tuc thd ciing td tien va su higu de gan vdi mpt ngu y sau sac hon, dd Id Idng trung 
thdnh vd tinh thdn phung sir ciia dan ddi vdi nhd vua. Nhirng ldi day cua Thdnh hien nhu "Trung vdi vua, 
hieu vdi cha me deu tit mot gdc md ra"; "Hieu Id de phung su nhd vua" dupc nhdc dgn trong cde bp sach 
Kinh Lg vd Dai hpc ciia Nho gido. 
'Trong quan niem ciia Phat gido thi nhirng vong hon khdng ngudi ciing gid se bj nhdt d dia ngue vd hdng 
ndm, vdo ngdy rdm thdng Bay Am lich, cde Cd hon ay dugc thodt ngue, gpi Id ngay "xd tdi vong nhan". 
Dd la ly do tai sao vdo cde ngdy ndy, ngudi ta chudn bi chdo Id vd qudn do ldm ll ciing cho hp (Dao Duy 
Anh (200:244). 
^ Vua Hung la mpt nhdn vdt truygn thuygt trong lich su ciia ngudi Viet, dupc cho la ngudi lap qudc, sdng 
d vdo khoang 2.300 nam trude vd ddng dd d vung Lam Thao thupc tinh Phii Thp, trung du phia Bdc Viet 
Nam. 6 viing nay cd khodng 1.200 Idng cd thd ciing dng (Phan Khanh 1992). Viec thd ciing Vua Hung 
nhu Id mpt nghi ll qudc gia cd le la kgt qua ciia thdi Nho gido thinh trj d Viet Nam tii khoang thg ky XIII 
trd di. Nghi le thd ciing ndy dupc cde nhd nude phong kiln chii trpng vi no gdn vdi viec cd suy cho dao ly 
trung quan cua Nho gido. Sau khi nhd nudc Viet Nam chinh thiie cdng nhdn viec thd ciing Vua Hung Id 
qudc ll, nhieu dia phuong d miin Nam cung bdt dau lap din thd dng. 
' Trdn Ngpc Them (1997:279-80) trich cde ngudn tai lieu khac nhau dl chiing minh rdng, tuc thd ciing td 
tign chi phd biin d mdt sd ddn tdc phia Nam sdng Duong Tir, khdng thye su phd biin d vung ngudi Han 
phia Bdc. Ong cung chii thgm rang, thd ciing td tign ban dau cd ngudn gdc tii tuc sung bdi duong vat ciia 
dan dng, sau phdt triln thanh su siing bdi thii lmh cua thj tde phu he. Y kiln ndy tuy nhign cdn cdn dupc 
xem xet them. 
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(Kinh). Td tidn vdi hg la mgt khai nidm rdt trim tugng. Khdng cd ngay gid cvi thd nao 
ddi vdi ngudi da khuat vi ching ai nhd, eiing khong eo nhung quan niem cd titih luan ly 
vd on sinh thanh ma ndu ngudi ta khong tuan theo se bi ngudi ddi chd trach. Khai nidm 
vd td tidn cung rdt mo hd. Chang han, ngudi Thai chi thd linh hdn ngudi cha da khuat, 
ggi la ma nha (phi huon). d nhidu tgc ngudi khac, linh hdn td tidn thudng dugc mdi yd 
hudng le vao nhiing dip hgi he dinh dam eua gia dinh va cgng ddng hay dd hdi y kidn 
khi phai ddi mat vdi nhiing van dd nghiem trgng ctta gia dinh. Vdi nhidu tgc ngudi vung 
Tay Nguydn, linh hon ngudi chdt se sidu thoat vTnh vidn sau Id bd ma, va ngudi ta 
khong edn cttng khdn hdn ctta ngudi da chdt nua. Mgt vai hinh thttc cdu ky nhu lam Id 
cdu sidu dua liiih hdn ngudi chet ldn nuong nau d ddn ehua dd dugc quanh nam huong 
khoi cung khdng hd thay d eae nhdm eu dan Viet Mudng khac (Ld Minh, Cb.,1994). 
Ndi nhu vay de thay rang khdng ed eo sd dd cho rang thd cttng td tidn la mgt mau so 
chung hay mgt bidu tugng cho ban sac van hoa Viet Nam. Nhiing quan nidm ve luan ly 
va dao dttc gan lidn vdi nidm tin tdn giao nay thue ra da dugc cau true lai trdn co so ndn 
tang tu tudng Khdng giao nham vao vide xay dimg tu tudng trung quan ctta cac nha 
nudc phong kidn trudc day. Long hidu thao la mgt gia tri nhan ban quan trgng ctta eae 
nen van hoa anh hudng Nho hgc. Vide thuc hanh eae nghi Id dd bay td long hidu dd cua 
con chau vdi td tidn thudng dugc suy rdng ra la su bidu lg Idng thanh kinh va biet on 
nha vua da dugc cac trieu dai phong kidn tridt dd khai thae va ttng hg. Tdi cho rang nhan 
loai hgc tdn giao d nudc ta hidn nay, dudi su dan dat ctta tu tudng dan tgc chtt nghTa, da 
CO gang phat tridn khai nidm thd eiing td tidn vdi nhiing ngu y thue dirng nham dao sau 
y thttc dao due ctta ngudi dan va cttng cd ndn mong etta qudc gia - dan tgc. Phan tieh 
sau hon eugc tranh luan xoay quanh niem tin ton giao nay d Viet Nam se gittp lam ro 
hon gia thidt nay. •, ̂  .-IV'K;>VV,<^M'-:M '̂',''';,'Fi.is-. A;->|iir<vii \/.>;.-?u- : : ;, . 

3. Thtt cung to tien: ton giao hay dao dtrc ? 
Trong eae nghidn cttu vd tuc thd cttng td tien ctta ngudi Viet, cd hai van dd tu lau 

da trd thanh tam diem ctta cac cuoc tranh luan: 1) Td tidn la mgt khai nidm dd chi nhiing 
ngudi sinh thanh da khuat ctta gia dinh, ddng hg, hay la mgt khai nidm rdng hon, bao 
gom ca nhiing ngudi sang lap cgng dong dia phuong va qudc gia?; 2) Ban chdt cua thd 
Cling to tidn la mgt hinh thai tdn giao hay chi don gian la mgt tin ngudng ban dia thd hidn 
long bidt on va nhd vd nguon coi; De lam rd ngi dung ctta cac van dd dang dugc thao luan, 
toi se CO gang diem lai cac y kidn khac nhau tranh luan vd chtt dd nay trong nhan loai hgc 
van hoa Viet Nam duong dai va thtt giai thieh nhung ngu y ctta cac y kidn dy. 

Nhiing tai lieu cd dugc cho bidt Phan Kd Binh la mgt trong nhiing nha nghien cihi 
Viet Nam da trinh bay nhftng quan sat cua dng vd tuc thd cttng td tidn cua ngudi Viet ttt 
kha sdm. Trong cdng trinh khao cttu vd van hoa Viet Nam ctta dng xuat ban lan dau tien 
vao nam 1915 (re. 1990), dng da cho ring "cai tuc phung sir td tidn ctta ta rdt la thanh 
kinh, dy cung la mgt long bdt vong ban, cung la mgt vide nghia vu cua ngudi." (Phan Kd 
Binh, 1990: 25-26). Nhan xdt cua cu Phan rd rang cd ngu y ring thd cttng td tidn la mgt 
phong tuc thd hidn dao ly eua con chau ddi vdi td tidn, do la long thanh kinh, la thai do 
bidt on, va la mgt nghTa vu ngudi ta nen theo. Cu Phan khong cd y cho rang day la mgt 
nidm tin ton giao. 

Hgc gia ndi tidng Dao Duy Anh trong mgt cong trinh xudt ban sau dd (1938, re. 
2002) da phat tridn luan didm cua Phan Kd Binh khi phan tich tuc thd cttng td tidn. Ong 
cho ring "su sung bai" td tidn la mgt tin ngudng quan trgng cua ngudi Viet, va la "mgt 
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nghTa vu nghidm mat ctta con chau, khdng khi nao dugc bd'. Ong phan tieh y nghTa sau 
xa cua tuc thd cttng td tien nhu mgt hinh thttc dd bay td Irng nhd on sinh thanh ctta td 
tidn, va mue dieh cua nd la dd luu truydn ndi gidng mai mai vd sau (2002:245). Cung 
gidng nhu Phan Kd Binh, dng nhdn manh khia canh luan ly ctta vide td tir to tidn. 

Trong mgt cdng trinh nghidn cttu xudt bar d midn Nam vao nam 1966 (re. 
1992:21), Toan Anh da ldn ddu tidn ndu rd quan diom ring "vide thd phung td tidn 
khdng thd kd la mgt tdn giao dugc, vi khdng ed giao eliu ciing nhu khdng ed giao didu". 
Theo dng, day "chi la mgt hanh dgng chttng td long hidu thao cua eon chau", vi thd 
nhidu ngudi da theo mgt tdn giao ridng nhung vin thd cung td tidn. 

Luan didm cua Toan Anh dudng nhu da dugc nhidu nha nghidn cttu van hoa Viet 
Nam duong dai chdp nhan. Trong mgt nghidn ciiu gan day, Nguydn Dang Duy 
(2001:33) da nhan manh rdng "thd cttng td tidn khdng phai la mgt tdn giao", cang khdng 
thd coi do la mgt tdn giao chinh thdng cua Viet Nam. Dd phat tridn luan diem ctta minh, 
Nguyen Dang Duy da cd ging khu bidt hai khai nidm "tin ngudng" (eroyarce) va "ton 
giao" (religieuse). Theo dng, edt ldi etta tin ngudng la d dttc tin nhung nd ehi la mgt 
dieu kidn can thidt dd tdn giao nay nd va tdn tai. Tin ngudng ciing cd the cd nhirng hinh 
thttc thd cttng nao dd nhung ban than nd khdng phai la tdn giao. Ciing nhu Toan Anh 
(1992), Nguydn Dang Duy (2001: 19-20) cho ring, mgt tdn giao phai hgi du 4 ydu td: 1) 
giao chtt; 2) giao ly; 3) giao hgi; va 4) giao dudng. Ciing mgt hudng tidp can nhu vay, 
Ngd Dttc Thinh da khu biet 6 dae diem dd phan bidt tin ngudng va tdn giao (2001:18). 
Phan Ngge (2007) ciing thd hidn quan didm tan ddng vdi eae y kidn nay khi cho rang 
thd Cling td tidn khdng phai la mgt thtt tdn giao vi nd khdng hgi dtt cac yeu td can thidt. 
Trong khi say sua phan bidt gifta tin ngudng va tdn giao, va nhan manh vao cac tidu chi 
cau thanh mgt tdn giao hien dai, cac nha nghidn cttu nay dudng nhu qudn mat rang ndu 
van dung quan didm etta hg vao cac xa hgi truydn thdng thi ed le cac xa hgi chua cd chft 
vidt phai la nhung xa hgi khdng tdn giao (?). 

Ddi lap vdi nhiing y kidn ndu trdn, nha nhan hgc tdn giao Dang Nghidm Van da 
phat tridn mgt loat eae cdng trinh nghidn cttu dd chttng minh thd cttng td tidn la mgt tdn 
giao, hon the nfta, la mgt bidu tugng cho ban sic van hoa va tam thttc Viet Nam, va do 
do, can phai nhin nhan nd nhu la mgt qudc giao. 

Dang Nghidm Van (2001) cho ring khong cd eo sd de phan tach hai khai nidm tin 
ngudng va tdn giao, vi trdn thuc te, tin ngudng chi la mgt thuat ngft dung de chi nidm 
tin tdn giao, va dd la ly do tai sao trong tieng Viet ngudi ta hay dung hai thuat ngft nay 
di lien vdi nhau. Theo dng, tinh chat ctta cac tdn giao phuong Ddng rat da dang va phttc 
tap ma thuat ngft religion ctta phuong Tay khd cd the bao quat het eae chieu kich cua 
no. Ong eiing khdng tan ddng vdi each tiep can xem xet tin ngudng va tdn giao nhu hai 
giai doan phat tridn khac nhau trong do cac tdn giao dugc td chttc phttc tap d mgt giai 
doan phat tridn cao hon so vdi cac tdn giao "khdng dugc td chttc chat che" vdi giao ly 
don gian. Ong trich din Levi-Strauss (1973) dd ttng hg quan didm khdng ed co sd phan 
bidt cac ndn van hoa theo thtt bdc cao - thdp. Dang Nghiem Van cho ring, edt loi ctta 
mgi ton giao la nidm tin dua trdn "tinh thidng" (sacredness), mgt khac biet can ban so 
vdi nidm tin trdn tiie thong thuong. Lap luan nay dat co sd dd dng di xa hon trong vide 
phat ttidn quan didm vd mgt qudc gido ma dng ggi la Dao thd Td tidn. 

Thuc ra, y tudng xem thd cttng td tien nhu mgt tdn giao da dugc Dang Nghidm Van 
nghidn cttu ttt rat lau. Nam 1991, dng da vidt ring nhiing tdn giao nhu thd cttng td tidn 
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tuy don gian vd ndi dung, nghi le va khdng dugc td chttc thdng nhdt nhung mang tinh 
cdng ddng va cd nhimg thd chd quy dinh chat che, do vay phai dugc xem nhu mgt tdn 
giao (Dang Nghidm Van 1991). Nam 1996, dng da di xa hon trong vide dd xudt mgt 
khai nidm mdi ma dng ggi la "ton giao dan toe". Ong cho ring moi mgt qudc gia dan 
tgc thudng cd mgt ton giao hay nigt he thdng tdn giao ggi la tdn giao dan tgc dugc hau 
hdt nhan dan tin theo, coi do la nidm tin bat kha xam pham cua minh. Tdn giao nay bam 
re vao trong tam thttc cua ngudi dan, ed tac dimg cung cd su thdng nhdt cdng ddng, gan 
bo ngudi dan vdi qud huong dat nude. Q Viet Nam, khdng thd coi dao Phat hay dao 
Nho la qudc giao vi do la nhimg tdn giao ngoai sinh, cac nha nudc phong kidn chi stt 
dimg no nhu nhiing cdng cu cai tri dat nudc. Theo dng, tdn giao dan toe etta Viet Nam 
chinh la dao thd cttng td tidn bdi vi nd dugc hau nhu "mgi ngudi Viet Nam, bat kd theo 
ton giao nao, thuc hidn", va "«d Id nin tdng cho nhitng tdn gido khde" nhu Hoa Hao, 
Cao Dai, Nho va Phat (2001:266). Dao thd cttng to tidn, nhu dng hidu, khdng chi thd 
nhiing thanh vidn da khudt ctta gia dinh va ddng tgc, tttc nhiing ngudi cttng huydt thong, 
ma ca nhftng ngudi ed cdng vdi cgng dong lang xa va dat nudc ma cu thd d day la tuc 
thd than thanh hoang lang va thd cung Vua Hung ctta ca nudc (1996:315; 2001:262)[']. 
Nhu vay, khai nidm to tidn cua Dang Nghiem Van khdng ehi la eae thanh vidn da khuat 
cua gia dinh va dong hg ma edn bao gdm ea cac vi thanh hoang lang va Vua Hung. Dao 
To tien ma ong chu truong la mgt he thdng cac nghi Id thd cttng d ba cap do khac nhau: 
Q cap do qudc gia la nghi Id thd cttng Vua Hung vdi tu each la td tidn ctta ca dan tgc; d 
cap do dia phuong la nghi Id thd eiing than thanh hoang (guardian spirits); va d cap 
dong hg va gia dinh la thd cttng cac vi td tidn cd quan he huydt thdng. Luan diem vd mgt 
khai nidm to tidn md rdng nhu trdn cung dugc Ld Minh (1994:300) ttng hg. Nhu vay la 
bang each dua ra mgt khai nidm rdng hon ve td tien, Dang Nghidm Van da lam cho 
cuoc tranh luan soi ndi hon lidn quan den van de ai la td tidn va lieu thd cttng td tidn ed 
phai la mgt qudc dao hay khong. 

Noi chung, cac nha nghien cttu Viet Nam ttt Phan Kd Binh (1915), Dao Duy Anh 
(1938), Toan Anh (1966), Nguyen D'dng Chi (1978) ddn Ngd Dttc Thinh (2001), 
Nguyen Dang Duy (2001), Phan Ngge (2007) ddu ehu truong ring thd cung td tidn la 
viec cua gia dinh va xdp nd vao nhom "nhiing te tu d gia tgc". Nguyen Dang Duy 
(2001:34) vidn din y kidn ctta nha nhan hgc ngudi Nga Tokarev (1994) dd di ddn dinh 
nghTa ring "thd cung to tidn la thd nhung ngudi da khudt nim trong cung huydt thong 
gia dinh, gia tgc", "pham vi tidn hanh chi ed eon chau trong gia dinh, gia toe". Ong 
phan tich: "Khdng he cd td tidn cua lang, vdi nghTa la ngudi sinh de ra dan cu ca lang". 
"Mdi lang Viet Nam ddu cd nhidu ddng hg khac nhau cung cu trtt", vi thd "tinh chdt thd 
cung than lang khac vdi thd cttng td tidn eua eae ddng hg". 

Bang nhan dinh nhu vay, Nguydn Dang Duy khong ddng y vdi Dang Nghiem Van vd 
viec ddng nhat thd cttng td tidn cua ddng hg vdi thd thdn baô  hg ctta lang. Ong cung 
khong chap nhan quan didm cho ring thd ciing td tidn la mgt qudc dao vi ban than nd ehi 
la mgt thu tin ngudng. Tuy nhien, dng lai de dang chdp nhan y kidn cho ring cd mgt td 
tidn chung cua ca nudc, do la Vua Hung. Ong ggi y ring Id hgi tudng nidm Hiing Vuong 
va vide "thd tu d ddn Hung mang tinh chat la thd cung Td tidn eua ea nudc" vi nd bit re 
sau xa tu y thttc ve cdi ngudn, ttt tin ngudng thd cung td tidn d lang xa, trong gia dinh va 
gia tgc (Nguyen Dang Duy, 2001: 40 & 82). Co ve nhu d day. Dang Duy dang tu mau 
thuin vdi chinh minh bdi vi cung gidng nhu mdi lang ed nhidu ddng hg cung cu tni, dng 
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bidt rdt ro ring mdt qudc gia thudng bao gdm nhidu tdc ngudi khac nhau vdi nhung 
ngudn gdc, ngdn ngft, y thuc tgc nguoi va dac didm van hoa ridng, va do do, khdng Ad cd 
mgt td tidn vdi nghTa la ngudi sinh ra dan cu cua ca ntidc. Tuy nhidn, sir mau thuan cua 
Nguyen Dang Duy la ed thd hidu dugc, bdi vi, cung gidng nhu cac nha nghidn cttu khac, 
dng cung dang mai midt kidm tim mgt ban sic chung va mgt bidu tugng van hoa cho ca 
dan tgc. Dudng nhu d didm nay thi eae nha nhan hgc van hoa Viet Nam duong dai da gap 
nhau vi hg ed chung mgt moi quan tam, bao triun ldn trdn cac quan tam khoa hgc, trong 
vide dd cao y nghia eua tuc thd cttng td tidn. Vdi hg, didu nay ed vd nhu quan trgng hon 
nhidu so vdi vide tim hidu ban chat tdn giao cua tue thd cttng td tidn. 

Trong khi eae nha nghien eiiu Viet Nam hdi ddu thd ky XX nhan manh y nghTa cua 
tue thd cttng td tidn nhu la mgt gia tri truydn thong va la bidu hidn cao nhat long thanh 
kinh cua con chau vdi cac bae tidn nhan thi sau hg may thap ky, eae nha nhan hgc Viet 
Nam hau thuc dan da nang quan didm nay len mgt tam cao mdi. Hg kha ddng thu|n 
trong lap luan rang thai do bidt on nhiing ngudi cd cdng (bao gdm dng ba td tidn, than 
bao hg ctta lang va nudc) la mgt dao ly cua dan tgc, la thd hidn cao nhat tinh nhan ban 
ctta tam thuc Viet Nam. Ndu nhin eugc tranh luan d khia canh nay, chung ta dd dang 
nhan ra rang, du cd khac nhau trong quan nidm vd td tidn va thue hanh thd cttng to tidn 
nhtmg eae nha nghidn ciiu lai rat thdng nhat trong nhan dinh vd y nghTa eua nd. 

Thue ra, y tudng nang cao gia tri nhan ban eua tuc thd cttng td tien nhu la mgt thtt 
"qudc giao" tidu bidu cho ban sic van hoa Viet Nam da dugc Nguydn Dong Chi 
(1978:193) dd xudng ngay ttt nhiing nam 1970, trudc khi ehinh sach doi mdi dugc van 
dung. Tac gia nay da vidt rang "ngudi Viet Nam vdi long tdn sung td tidn da dat tat ca 
cac ton giao tin ngudng khac xudng hang thtt ydu". Quan didm ctta dng cd ve dugc tidp 
nhan mgt each kha de dat vi phai den mai hai thap ky sau. Dang Nghiem Van mdi phat 
tridn y tudng nay va ehinh thttc tdn vinh tuc thd cttng td tidn nhu mgt qudc dao. Tuy 
vay, quan didm cua Dang Nghidm Van van vap phai su phan doi ttt phia eae nha nghidn 
ciiu. Su phan ddi nay mgt mat thd hidn y kidn khac bidt trong khoa hgc, nhung mat 
khac, CO thd phan anh ndi lo ngai vi ban than khai nidm qudc giao. Trong van hoa ehinh 
tri Viet Nam, each dung ttt tdn giao dugc xem la mgt van dd nhay cam vi quan nidm cho 
rang eae tdn giao thudng cd xu hudng tham gia vao chitih tri. Trong khi do, thuat ngft 
tin nguong cd ve dd dugc chap nhan hon vi nd cd thd dung hoa vdi eae tdn giao khac va 
trong con mat cua cac nha quan ly, tin ngudng cd tinh chat "binh dan" hon. Hon nfta, 
vide coi thd cttng td tien la qudc giao cd thd se gay cam giac ap dat ddi vdi cac tgc 
ngudi va eae tdn giao khac tren lanh thd Viet Nam. 

Nhin lai eugc tranh luan vd thd eiing td tidn trong nhan hgc Viet Nam tu giua thap 
nidn 1970 ddn nay, chttng ta thay cd ba van dd dang luu y. Trude hit, cac nha nghien 
ctiu dudng nhu rat it tap trung vao phan tich ngi ham khoa hgc va ban chat tdn giao cua 
Uic thd cttng to tidn. Ngoai nhiing md ta vd tinh hinh thd cttng td tidn trong xa hgi gan 
day, va sir khac bidt trong khai nidm tdn giao hay tin nguong, cudc tranh luan hau nhu 
khdng dat dugc budc tidn nao xa hon nhftng kidn thue da ed tu trudc do. Thic hai, trgng 
tam cua cudc thao luan dudng nhu chi tap trung vao vide lam rd va phat tridn nhiing y 
nghTa ed tinh luan ly, dao dttc va nhan ban cua titc thd cttng td tidn. Dac bidt, du quan 
nidm thd cung td tidn la tin ngudng hay tdn giao thi cac nha nghidn cttu ddu cd xu 
hudng nhan manh "tinh thidng" trong nidm tin tdn giao etta nd. Vide nhdn manh "tinh 
thieng" etta tuc tdn tlid va bidt on td tidn dudng nhu ed nhung ngu y kha rd rang. Mgt 
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mat, nd phan anh nhu cdu quay trd lai vdi ehu nghla dan tdc sau khi he thdng xa hdi chu 
nghTa thd gidi da tan ra. Mat khac, nd eung ggi y ring cdn phai udn nin nhitng quan 
didm lech lae, nhiing bidu hidn "vd on", "vong ban" hay mdt gdc trong mgt bg phan 
nhan dan tu khi dat nude md ctta dd hgi^ihap sau hon^-ao ndn kinh td thd gidi. Cudi 
ciing, nhiing thao luan vd tuc thd cttng td tidn ddu nhdm tdi muc dich la tim kidm mgt 
ban sic chung vd van hoa cho dan tgc Viet Nam. Phat tridn mgt he thdng luan didm 
khoa hgc dd gin kdt tuc thd cttng td tidn d mdi gia dinh va ddng hg vdi vide thd cttng 
Vua Hung etta qudc gia, cac nha nghidn cttu ed tham vgng tao ra mgt thu nidm tin tdn 
giao mdi mang ban sic dan tgc. Dao thd Td tidn nhu dd xudng ctta Dang Nghidm Van 
khong phai la mgt tdn giao thdng nhat, ma la mgt he thdng eae nidm tin dugc kdt ndi va 
tai tao lai vdi mgt muc dieh rd rang. Muc dieh nay dugc nhan manh trong hau hdt cac 
cdng trinh nghidn cttu ctta dng vd chtt dd nay. Nhu dng quan nidm, "dao td tidn van la 
mgt phan anh tam linh edn thidt ctta ngudi Viet Nam", vi vdi tu each la "mgt tdn giao 
dan tgc", nd cd "tac ditng ciihg cd cgng ddng, khuydn bao eon ngudi cd trach nhidm vdi 
td tidn, vdi ddt nudc" (1996:346): Vi thd, dng kdu ggi: 

"Cdn nghidn cttu sau sic hon dao td tidn, nang dao td tidn ldn thanh mgt tridt ly, 
mgt dao dttc, mgt ban sic dan toe. Dd la trach nhidm ctta cac nha tridt hgc va eae nha 
khoa hgc xahoi ndi chung" (Dang Nghidm Van, 1996:348). ., . 

4. Ket luan 
Trong thdi ky chien tranh chdng My d Viet Nam, va ngay ea sau khi eugc chidn da 

kdt thue, vide phan tich va giai ma ban sac van hoa Viet Nam dugc nha nudc My 
khuyen khich de phuc vu cho ehinh sach toan eau ctta hg. Trong khi di tim mgt ban sac 
Viet Nam, eae nha nghien cttu My ed khuynh hudng nhin Viet Nam nhu mgt thuc the 
thong nhat vdi nhiing bidu tugng van hoa chung ma hg ggi la "mgt Viet Nam lang mac" 
va "mgt Viet Nam BChdng giao" (Taylor 2000:81). Caeh tidp can Viet Nam nhu mgt 
thirc thd thdng nhat vdi mgt ban sac van hoa chung gid day khdng edn y nghTa nfta, don 
gian la vi trong khi ed gang bao gdm cac nhdm tgc ngudi, eae xa hgi, tdn giao, ngdn 
ngft va phong tue vao mgt khuon mau chung, ngudi ta khdng thd nhin thay su da dang 
va khac bidt. Cai ggi la ban sac van hoa dugc phat hidn tren eo sd cua each tidp can nay 
ro rang chi la mgt dang ban sac dugc cau trttc cd tinh nhan tao (artificially constructed 
identity). Tuy nhidn, ddi vdi nhiing qudc gia da tttng chiu su thdng tri cua thuc dan va 
nay dang trong qua trinh xay dimg sir cd kdt cua cgng ddng qudc gia - dan tgc thi dudng 
nhu vide tim kidm mgt ban sac van hoa chung lam eo sd cho su cd kdt dy lai ed mgt y 
nghTa dae bidt. Trong trudng hgp Viet Nam, cac nha nhan hgc van hoa vin dang mai 
midt kiem tim mgt thtt ban sac van hoa nhu vay, va cudc thao luan vd tuc thd cttng to 
tien noi tdi d trdn la mgt trong nhiing vi du phan anh qua trinh nay d nudc Viet Nam 
duong dai. Nhiing khia canh dugc neu ra trong cudc thao luan nay cho thay vdn dd dan 
tgc chu nghTa ludn song hanh eung khai nidm ban sic van hoa dan tgc vi chttng dugc tao 
ndn bdi mgt cgng ddng ed y thuc vd chinh tri. 

Nhiii lai ngi dung eugc thao luan lidn quan ddn tuc thd cung td tidn d Viet Nam, ta thay 
no chtt ydu tap trung vao ba khia earth sau day: 1) gia tri dao dttc ctta tuc thd cttng td tidn va 
ban sic van hoa dan tgc; 2) tinh phd quat va tinh thieng trong nghi le tdn thd td tidn; 3) mdi 
lidn he gifta cac thue hanh tdn giao d gia dinh vdi cac nghi thttc thd eiing ed tinh cgng ddng 
d lang xa va qudc gia. Mac dtt cdn cd nhiing khac bidt trong each tidp can tue thd td tidn, 
nhung cac nha nghidn cttu dudng nhu ddu thdng nhdt d mgt didm la dd cao gia tri nhan ban, 
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dao ly udng nudc nhd ngudn va gin gia dinh vdi ddt nudc. Ban chat tdn giao eua dao thd td 
tidn thudng chi dugc xem xet nhu mgt mdi quan tam thtt ydu. 

Vide cac nha nghien cttu nhan manh y nghTa etta tuc thd cttng td tidn, bidn nd thanh 
mgt tridt ly va ban sic van hoa cua dan tgc va Id di ban chat ton giao etta nd thuc ra cd 
nhiing ngu y sau xa. Mgt mat, nd phan anh su khung hoang nidm tin trong xa hgi Viet 
Nam nhiing nam ddu cua cai each kinh td va hgi nhap qudc td, su sup do etta he thdng 
xa hgi ehu nghTa thd gidi va qua trinh qua do sang he thong kinh td thi trudng - mgt he 
thdng timg bi phe phan la bdc lot va bat cdng, lam cho ngudi dan hoang mang. Mat 
khac, nd cho thdy cd mgt mdi quan tam rdng rai quay trd vd vdi ehu nghTa dan tgc va 
tim kidm d do mgt chd dua vd mat ly luan cho phat tridn xa hgi. Tdn vinh gia tri dao 
dttc cua tue thd eiing td tien, lay do nhu mgt khudn mau van hoa dd udn nan xa hgi va 
xay dimg mgt ndn van hoa mang dam ban sac dan tgc dudng nhu dugc xem la mgt giai 
phap an toan dd "khdng bi hoa tan" trong mgt thd gidi dang ddi thay vdi day thach thttc. 
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