
PHONG T R A O DAU TRANH DOI QUYEN TU DO VA 
BINH DANG CUA NGUC Î NO LE DA DEN 6 MY 

>. : TRAN B A C H HIEU* 

Co the ndi, che do nd le la mdt vet den trong lich sir nhan loai. Ngay tai My - quIc 
gia ludn Ur coi minh la qudc gia cua van minh, dan chu, tiln bd, yeu chugng tu do va 
binh dang nhung lai la quoc gia co ehl do chilm hiiu nd le t in tai lau dai va dai ding 
thugc hang nhit nhi the gidi. Song, ciing chinh d My, nhiing phong trao phe phan ddi 
vdi che do nd le ciing diln ra danh thep nhit, khdng chi d cho phe phan nhirng hanh vi 
don le cua cac chu nd vdi nd le, ma con phe phan va diu tranh quylt liet chdng lai sir vi 
pham CO ban cua che do ddi vdi quyen tu do va binh ding cua con ngudi. 

1. Nguon goc cua ngu'di no le d My 

Can nguyen cua phong trao giai phong no le d My bit nguon tir chinh xuit xii ciia 
ngudi no le. Diu thi ky XVI, gidi thuong nhan trung luu d Anh rit ddng dao, hg da thanh 
lap cac cong ty co phan hiiu han va co du thi lire dl phat triln ra hai ngoai. Mgt ly do 
khien ngudi dan Anh di tan ra nudc ngoai trong thdi ky nay la hg cin tim mgt lli thoat 
cho viec muu sinh do xa hgi Anh liic nay dan so qua dong diic. Hon nira, sau cuoc cai 
each ton giao cua Martin Luther' d nudc Anh xuit hien mgt nhdm tin dl Thanh giao (tiic 
dao Co ddc) dang mudn vugt ra khoi sir kiem che cua giao hdi Cdng giao Anh do Nha 
nudc quan ly nen da dua nhau chay ra ngoai quoc. 

Nam 1620, mdt chiee tau mang ten "Hoa thang nam" (May Flower) sau 65 ngay 
lenh denh tren bien da den vimg New England ciia chau My. Tit ca cd 102 ngudi Thanh 
giao Anh. Trudc khi len bd, 41 ngudi dan ong tren thuyen da khdi thao va ky kit mgt 
ban "Khe udc Hoa thang nam" (May Flower Compact) vao ngay 21/11/1620 dl hgp 
phap hoa sir rang budc giiia nhiing ngudi nhap cu mdi den. Nhung do phai trai qua miia 
dong lanh gia khac nghiet tren bien va benh tat, nam 1621, con so 102 ngudi chi con 
song sdt 44 ngudi. Sd ngudi may man nay khi tim den va dinh cu tai viing dat mdi da 
dua vao td khe udc, tien hanh viec tu tri trong viing va cong khai dat ra phap luat chung. 
Trong khi sd ngudi ndi tren dang khai hoang viing dat mdi thi tai Anh, viec thanh trimg, 
ham hai nhiing tin dd Thanh giao dien ra ngay cang quyet liet dan den lan sdng "dai di 

Dai hpc KJioa hpc xa hpi va Nhan vSn, Dai hpc Quoc gia Ha Npi. 
Martin Luther (1483-1546) la nha than hpc nguoi Dire, tu sT dong Augustine, va la nha cai each ton giao. 

Trong boi canh Tay Au thoi Trung Co voi su hiep nhat chat che giira Giao hpi Cong giao voi cac nha cam 
quyen the tuc, su kien hpc thuyet Luther ve cac quyen tir do ca nhan dupe pho bien rpng rai va gianh 
dupe sir iing hp tich cue dupe xem la mot hien tugng chua timg xay ra. Tir tuong ciia Luther anh huong 
sau dam den nen than hpc cua cac giao hpi thupc cong dong Khang each, cung nhu cac truyen thong Co 
doc giao khac. N6 luc cua ong nham keu gpi giao hpi tro ve voi ŝ r day do ciia Kinh Thanh da dan den su 
hinh thanh nhung trao luu mdi trong Co doc giao. Xem: Encarta 2007. 
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dan" cua cac tin do Thanh giao. Tir nam 1629-1640 cd tdd 75.000 nan dan trdn khoi 
Anh, trong sd nay chi cd 1/3 din viing Bic My. Vao thap nien 40 cua the ky XVII, tai 
Anh da xay ra cuge ndi loan, kit qua la vua Charles I bi chem dau. Nhirng ngudi chay 
theo nha vua da din vimg dit Virginia va mang theo tinh each quy tdc ciia minh. Vi co 
nhilu tiln bac, hg da mua mgt sd ldn dit dai trong vimg va nhiing trang trai ldn tir do 
bit diu xuit hien. Trong khi dd, nhilu ngudi di dan khac deu thugc thanh phan ngheo 
kho. Trong giai doan diu khai pha vimg dat mdi, hg da sdng mdt cuge sdng het sire co 
cue: nha go tring iron, chan khdng dii dap, benh tat ma khdng cd thude men... Hoan 
canh khdn khd cua hg la kit qua cua nhirng thang ngay khd khan tren bien, tham chi 
nhieu ngudi rdi khdi chau Au chua den dat My da chet dgc dudng. Cho du hg khong 
chit dgc dudng ma din dugc dat My, hg ciing khdng cd dii tien de thanh toan tien tau va 
do do hg trd thanh nd le. Trong khi dd, nhirng chu trang trai giau cd dang can siic lao 
dgng, hg thudng tim den ben tau de mua nd le. Khi gap ai khdng du tien tra tien tau, ho 
tra thay va mang ngudi ay ve trang trai lam viec nhu mdt nd le. Md hdi va mau ciia 
nhirng ngudi no le bat dac dl nay da tudi xuong manh dat cua cac chu trang trai de tao 
ra nong san. Nhung nhiing ngudi da trang lam viec theo phuong thiic nd le nay, dii ngan 
hay dai ciing chi la trong mdt thdi gian nhat dinh. Sau khi hg lam viec va thanh toan 
xong ea von lan lai sd tien ma chu trang trai da tra tien tau cho hg, thi hg se trd thanh 
ngudi lao dgng tu do. Chinh vi the ma cac chu trang trai phai hudng ve chau Phi de tim 
nguon lao dgng lau dai cho minh. Giiia thi ky XVII, XVIII, XIX da xuit hien mgt nghi 
mdi hai ra tien: Nghe budn ban nd le. Nhirng ngudi lai budn nd le lien tuc van chuyen 
ngudi da den - nhirng ngudi do hg du do dugc hay dimg vii lire bit ep tir chau Phi chd 
sang chau My de ban cho cac chii trang trai. 

Tinh den nam 1750, tai khap cac vimg thugc dia d chau My ed tit ca 250.000 ngudi 
nd le suot ddi (nhiing ngudi lam nd le c6 tinh cha truyin con ndi. Khi ngudi me lam no le 
sinh con ra thi con ciing la no le) tir chau Phi dugc dua sang. Nam 1776, My da ban hanh 
"Ban tuyen ngdn nhan quyln" (Bill of Rights) cd y nghia sau xa khdng chi vdi nudc My 
ma vdi ca nhan loai. Trong Ban Uiyen ngdn cd cau "tit ca mgi ngudi sinh ra diu cd quyln 
binh dang. Tao hoa cho hg cai quyen tat ylu va khong ai ed thi xam pham dugc, trong do 
CO quyen song, quyln dugc hi do va muu ciu hanh phiic". Nhung vin dl quyln tu do, 
binh dang ay lieu cd thugc vl nhiing ngudi nd le da den? Cuoc franh luan nay da keo dai 
h-ong xa hdi My sudt 4 nam nhung van dl nd le van khdng dugc giai quylt mdt each cu 
the, ro rang. Khi Andrew Jackson nham chirc Tdng thdng thii 7 cua nudc My nam 1829, 
ong da neu cao khau hieu "chinh tri dan chu" va ring "mgi ngudi diu cd co hdi bmh ding 
nhu nhau", dieu nay danh diu khong khi chinh tri d My da cd mdt su chuyin hudng ro 
ret. Cho dii liic nay chua the ndi toan dan co quyln diu philu vi ngudi da den va phu nii 
vin chua dugc quyen di biu nhung tii thilu thi tit ca nhiing ngudi dan dng da tring diu 
CO quyen bd phieu nhu nhau, x6a dugc ranh gidi giira ngudi giau va ngudi ngheo. Tuy 
nhien lap tiic trong xa hdi xuat hien hieu iing day chuyin trong tranh luan vl quyln phi 
thong dau phieu rang nguod dan dng cd dugc quyln di biu, vay tai sao ngudi phu nu 
khong thi cd? Ngudi da tring cd dugc, vay tai sao ngudi da den khdng thi cd? Tit ca 
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nhiing nghi van nay da hinh thanh mdt xu thi ldn tu nhien, vi thi vao nam 1884 trong Dai 
hgi phu nii: diu tien dugc tien hanh tai New York, nhiing ngudi phu nir da diu franh cho 
quyen bd phieu cua gidi minh va ngudi no le da den. 

2. Ngu-tri no le da den trong lich sir My 

Nd le la mgt thii tai san dugc mua di ban lai va chu nd co toan quyln thudng phat dii 
vdi no le. Cac lai budn thudng dan hang chuc, hang tram no le tir miln duyen hai phia 
Tay Phi (tir Senegal xudng Angola ngay nay) din cac chg nd le dl ban diu gia. Ngudi bi 
ban lam nd le bi cac chii mua ddng dau bang sat nung do vao ngirc dl de phan loai. Trong 
eugc hanh trinh tdi My, nd le bi ciim chan, xich tay va nhit dudi him tau thuy trong tinh 
frang ve sinh ghe tdm, cho nen mgt so ldn bi chit dgc dudng va hg bi nem xac xuIng 
dudi bien. No le khdng cd quyen gi va con cai hg khong dugc di hgc. Hg ciing khdng co 
cuge song gia dinh dn dinh, bdi mdt khi ngudi vg hoac chong hoac con cai hg bi dem ban 
cho chii nd khac thi eugc sdng gia dinh hg coi nhu bi tan ra. Nhiing nd le da den mgt nira 
phai lam viec ngoai dong rudng, mdt nira phai lam trong cae nha may sit, thep, det va 
thuoc la. No le lam viec tir rang dong den chieu tdi, khoang 16 gid mdi ngay. 6 cac bang 
mien Nam cd nhiing nd le phai cat luc hai bong cho du so lugng ma chu no giao. Chilu 
tdi, chu nd can so bdng hai trong ngay, ngudi nao hai khong du chi tieu se bi phat. Ngudi 
no le bi phat phai nam sap, de lung tran va bi danh bang roi da, tir 10-15 roi tiiy tgi nang 
hay nhe. 

Trudc nhiing ddi xir bat cdng va tho bao keo dai cua nhimg ngudi chu trang trai, 
nhimg nd le da den da cd nhieu hinh thiic chong lai chii nd, nhung phd bien nhat la bo 
iron. Ngudi nd le chang nhimg bo iron tir mien Nam ra mien Bac ma cdn vugt bien den 
tan Canada mdi dugc an toan. Ly do la, Hien phap My cho phep chii nd cd quyen den 
cac tieu bang phia Bic de limg kiem no le da den bo trdn. Neu tim thay va bi bat ve, 
nhiing ngudi nd le da den se bi chii nd mang ra trudc dam ddng danh den chet de ran de 
hay bing hinh phat da man khac nhu xeo timg mang thit. Vi the, nhiing ngudi da den tdi 
Canada vao nam 1800 chi cd 4.000 ngudi thi tdi nam 1850 da la 55.000 ngudi. Mat 
khac, ban than ngudi no le da den ciing biet rang neu bi bat ve thi se bi doi xir tan nhin, 
vi vay, nlu thiy khdng thi bd trdn dugc, hg ciing khong de chu nd bat song bang each 
trudc tien gilt chit vg, con minh, roi tu sat chet theo. 

3. Nhirng ngiroi dau tranh chong che do no le ff My 

Mgi sir ngugc dai, sat hai nd le da den da din den hanh dgng chdng chu no ngay 
cang ldn cung nhu tao thi cho cac td chiic chdng che do nd le ngay cang phat trien 
manh me hon, dac biet la ngudi miln Bic, hg tuyen bd rang sir chiem hiru nd le la "mgt 
phong tuc cd hiiu". Mdt phong trao chIng chi do nd le da sdm gianh dugc thang Igi vao 
nam 1808 khi Quoc hdi bai bd viec buon ban nd le vdi chau Phi. Sau do, phong trao bai 
no xuit hien vao diu nhiing nam 1830, mang tinh chien diu manh me, kien quyet, nhan 
manh viec chim diit chi do nd le. William Cloyd Garrison (bang Massachusetts), ngudi 
lanh dao phong trao nay, ngay 1/1/1831, da phat bilu trong td bao "Ngudi giai phong" 
cua minh: "Tdi se chiln diu kien cudng vi sir nghiep ban quyen cdng dan ngay lap tire 
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cho quin chiing no le cua chiing ta.. ."^ Ong da cl ging duy tri su chii y ciia cdng chiing 
tdi nhiing khia canh ghe tdm nhit cua chi do nd le va ddi hdi phai trimg phat nhimg ke 
chilm hiru no le - nhirng ten chuyen tra tin va budn ban eugc sdng con ngudi mdt each 
phi dao dire. 

Su van dgng ciia ong da nhan dugc su ddng tinh, giiip do ciia nhilu ngudi trong xa 
hgi doi vdi nhirng ngudi nd le da den bd trdn. Nhimg ngudi nay bilt dugc tham canh 
cua nhiing ngudi nd le da den bd trin, da tim mgi each giiip do va che giiu hg. Ding 
thdi hg td chiic thanh nhimg dudng day dl chuyin ngudi nd le da den den tram khac xa 
han. Nhung dudng day bi mat do hg td chiic khdng bao lau thanh nhiing con dudng 
chuyin ngudi da den khip mgi nod. Tir nam 1840-1860, "nhiing con dudng bi mat" nay 
da phat triln nhanh chong va viec chu no di limg kilm nhiing ngudi nd le da den da gap 
khd khan. Chi rieng d Ohio, ngudi ta udc tinh tir nam 1830-1860 cd khdng dudi 40.000 
no le bo tron da dugc giiip do va tim dugc tu do .̂ Phong trao chdng che do nd le da den 
da phat triln khong ngimg va ciing da dat dugc mdt sd ket qua. Den nam 1849, khi thao 
luan vin dl nhiing tilu bang mdi xin gia nhap lien bang thi bao gid the luc ciia nhung 
ngudi nudi no le da den luon thing thi. Sau mgt thdi gian tranh cai, thang 8/1850, Quoc 
hgi My da thong qua luat quyet dinh sap nhap hai tieu bang California va Texas vao lien 
bang nhung chi cho bang Texas nudi nd le da den cdn cam bang California. Ngoai ra 
QuIc hdi cdn thdng qua luat khac la cam khdng dugc mua ban nd le da den tai thii do 
Washington. Nhung ngay sau dd, Qudc hgi lai thong qua "luat ve nd le da den bd tron" 
rat tham te, cho phep chinh phu lien bang co trach nhiem tim bat nhirng ngudi no le da 
den mien Nam bo tron ra mien Bac de tra lai cho chu nd. Sau khi Luat nay dugc thong 
qua, tinh hinh no le da den bo tron hoan toan thay doi han, cd the ndi het siic bat Igi cho 
nhiing ngudi nd le. Vi neu nhu trudc kia viec tim bat hg chi la chuyen rieng eua chu no 
thi nay trd thanh trach nhiem cua chinh quyen lien bang. Thang 4/1851, chinh quyen 
lien bang dimg 300 sT quan ap giai sd nd le da den d tieu bang Georgia bd trdn bi bat 
dugc d Boston xudng tau de tra hg ve phia Nam. Dan chiing thanh phd nay da ban tan 
xon xao va rat bat binh vdi hanh dgng cua chu nd. Bay gid cd mgt ngudi phu nii da 
trang la ba Harriet Beecher Stowe do qua bit binh vdi bd luat vl nd le chay trdn va ciing 
xuat phat tir Idng trgng nghia, da vilt cudn tilu thuylt "Tiip liu Bac Tom" (xuit ban 
3/1852) gay chin dgng toan nudc My dugc ban rdng rai khip thi gidi. Din Trung 
Quoc, tac pham nay dugc dich va liy ten "Tilng keu trdi cua nd le da den". "Tiip liu 
bac Tom" da khac hga mgt biic tranh vdi siic manh td cao tdi ac khdng thi chdi cai ciia 
che do chilm hiru nd le va cac cuge xung dot can ban giiia xa hdi hi do va xa hdi cd no 
le. Vdi dao luat "Vl ngudi no le da den bd trdn" ciing nhu tac phim van hgc "Tiip liu 
bac Tom", tir hai mat chinh va phan dien da gay ra mdt chin ddng khdng nhd trong 
luong tri cua thi he nhiing ngudi biu cir tre tudi miln Bic vl ehl dd nd le vin cdn tin 

^ Khai quat vl lich sir nuoc My, http://vietnamese.vietnam.usembassy.gov/doc_ushistory_6.html. 
Howard Cincotta: Khdi qudt vi lich sir nuac My (An OuUne of Qmerican History)- Nguyen Chinh vi 

Cao Xuan Bien - djch va hieu dinh, Nxb. CTQG. H6 Chi Minh, Ha Npi, 2000, tr.l81. 
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tai trong xa hdi My. Nd da kich ddng Idng nhiet tinh ciia dgng co dau tranh chong che 
do nd le'*. Nhiing nhan vat ndi tieng gan lien vdi chu nghia bai nd d My thdi bay gid tieu 
bilu gim Abraham Lincoln, John Mercer Langston va Martin Luther King. Dau tien la 
Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865), Tong thdng thii 16 cua Hoa Ky (1861-1865), ngudi 
timg dugc tdn vinh la nha cim quyln miu muc cua dat nudc thdi dai mdi. Ngudi chu 
truong xda bd ehl do nd le va luu lai lich sir nudc My Ban tuyen ngdn giai phdng nd le, 
ngudi lanh dao dan Bic My chim diit canh ngi chiln tuong tan de thdng nhit nudc My. 
Thii hai la John Mercer Langston (1829-1897), nha ngoai giao, luat su, hgc gia ngudi 
My, va la ngudi My da den diu tien dugc biu vao Qudc hdi Hoa Ky. Langston theo hgc 
tai trudng Cao ding Oberlin va sau khi ti t nghiep vao nam 1849, dng rat tich cue tham 
gia phong trao chdng nd le. Thii ba la Martin Luther King, Jr. (1929-1968) la mgt muc 
su va la nha hoat dgng dan quyln My glc Phi huyen thoai, doat gidi Nobel Hda binh 
nam 1964. Ong la mdt trong nhimg nha lanh dao cd anh hudng ldn nhit trong lich sic 
Hoa Ky va trong ljch sir hien dai ciia phong trao bit bao dgng, dugc nhilu ngudi tren 
khip thi gidi xem nhu mdt anh hung, nha kiln tao hda binh. Nhimg ngudi chong che do 
nd le d My da dugc vi nhu "nhiing nha cai each hay tranh luan, tan tam, mang tam trang 

mau thuin, va cd Idng dam me manh liet" . 

4. Phong trao giai phong no le da den a My 

Ting thing thii 16 cua nudc My - Abraham Lincoln tir lau da coi nan chiem hiiu no 
le la mgt tdi ac. Trong bai dien van dgc tai Peoria, bang Illinois nam 1854, dng da phat 
bilu ring: Toan bd cac co quan lap phap quoc gia phai dugc thiet lap theo nguyen tac 
ma theo d6 ehl do nd le phai dugc han chi va culi ciing bi phe bd. Thang 5/1860, Dang 
Cong hoa da dl cir Abraham Lincob ra tranh cir Tdng thing va ong da thang cir trong 
cuge biu cir ngay 6/11 nhd su chia re trong quan diim giua nhimg ngudi thugc dang 
Dan chii. Cac bang miln Nam con duy tri chi do nd le hiiu rit rd y nghia quan trgng 
ciia sir kien nay. Bdi trong mdt bai dien van vang dgi, Lincoln da noi rang: "Mgt gia 
dinh bi chia re chdng lai nhau thi khdng thi dimg vimg dugc. Toi tin rang nha nude nay 
khong thi chju dung mai dugc tinh trang nira nd le, nira tu do. Tdi khong muon lien 
bang giai tan - Tdi khdng muln gia dinh sup dl - ma tdi mong muln gia dinh lien bang 
chim diit bi chia re"^. 

Cuoc giai phong nd le d My dugc thuc hien theo ba giai doan. Giai doan mgt dien 
ra vao thdi diim loi dung tinh hinh eo Igi ciia quan dgi lien bang vao ngay 22/9/1862, 
Ting thing Lincoln tuyen bd "giai phdng no le da den" lin diu tien. Ong ra lenh cho 
quan dgi miln Nam phai chim dirt eugc phan loan vao 1/1/1863 bang khdng thi "chiing 
fA; oa 1I5,, ̂ r ^6n\, tAna tnr ipnh niifln doi Mv dl eiai ohdng tit ca nd le da den ciia cac toi se liy tu each tdng tu lenh quan dgi My de giai phdng 

* Howard Cincotta: Khdi qudt vi lich sir nuac My (An Ouline of Qmerican History)- Nguyen Chmh va 
Cao Xuan Bien - djch va hieu dinh, Nxb. Chinh trj quoc gia Ho Chi Minh, Ha Npi, 2000, tr.l87. 
' Stanley Harrold: American Abolitionists, Longman, New York, 2001, Pp. 170. 
" Howard Cincotta: Khdi qudt vi lich sir nuac My (An Outline of American History) - Nguyen Chinh va 
Cao Xuan Bien - djch va hieu dinh, Nxb.Chinh tri Quoc gia, Ha Npi, 2000, tr. 190. 
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ngudi va kl tir dd trd di, toan bd nd le da den se trd thanh ngudi tu do". Rd rang, Tdng 
thing Lincoln da xac dinh diing sach luge giai phdng nd le da den de ciiu van sir toan 
ven cua lien bang va vdi muc dich cudi cimg la trung thanh vdi lien bang. Giai doan hai 
la la cong bd chinh thirc viec giai phdng nd le. Vao diing ngay 1/1/1863, Tdng thong 
Lincoln da tuyen bd "giai phdng nd le da den lin 2". Tir dd cuoc ngi chien (1861-1865) 
da biln thanh cuge chiln tranh kit thuc chi do nd le da den. Vi thi ngudi da den d My 
coi ngay 1/1/1863 la ngay 4/7 (Ngay QuIc khanh cua My) thii hai ciia minh va hg md 
hdi chiic mimg nhau vao ngay nay. Giai doan ba la giai doan giai phdng toan the no le 
tren toan lien bang va din 18/12/1865, khi Quoc hdi thdng qua Tu ehinh an thir 13 cua 
Hiln phap quy dinh rd: "Khdng cd ehl do nd le nao, khdng ed hinh thirc nd le cudng 
biic nag, trir su trimg phat vl mdt tdi ac ma bi cao thira nhan la tdi pham, dugc tin tai d 
Hoa Ky hoac d noi nao thugc thim quyln luat phap Hoa Ky..."l Khi Tu chinh an nay 
dugc thong qua, eugc ngi chiln da chinh thiic chim diit. Dilu nay ddng nghia vdi viec 
than phan nd le truyin kilp cua to tien ngudi da den keo dai trong 246 nam da ket thiic 
vao nam 1865. Nhung nam ngay sau khi eugc khang cu cua cac bang mien Nam tan ra, 
Lincoln da bi am sat. Cai chit cua dng la mdt bit hanh ldn cho lien bang vi sau do kho 
khan hang diu la vin dl "xay dimg lai dit nudc" da dugc giai quylt mdt each vung ve 
va nhiing sai lim pham phai da dl lai nhiing hau qua tai hai trong hon mgt the ky sau. 
Lincoln c6 y dinh sau khi bai bd ehl do nd le, dng se bdi thudng cho cac chu nd va vdi 
su trg giup ciia nhimg dao luat thich hgp dam bao cho nhiing ngudi mdi dugc giai 
phong nhiing phuong tien sinh sing trong mgt chi do tu do. Nhung nhiing y tudng cua 
ong khong dugc thuc hien. Ngudi kl nhiem dng la Tdng thing Andrew Johnson cung 
cd nhiing quan diim dn hoa va thdng cam nhu dng, nhung Andrew Johnson khdng the 
thuylt phuc dugc da so ngudi Cong hoa "cip tien" trong Qudc hdi. Cac nghi sT nay 
quylt dinh khdng ehl nhiing ke chien bai cdn ngoan cd, dung den vii luc neu can, ap dat 
sir thing tri ciia chinh dang ciia hg d miln Nam. Va that ra, cd mdt sd quan diem ciia 
Ting thing Andrew Johnson la nhit tri vdi cac chu nd d phia Nam va benh vuc hg. Doi 
vdi ngudi da den, dng khdng thira nhan ngudi da den cd quyen cd dat dai de tu canh tac 
nen da xudng lenh cho ngudi da den dugc giai phdng phai tra tat ca nhiing ndng trai ma 
hg sd hiiu dugc trong thdi ky ndi chien cho cac ngudi chu da trang trudc kia. Quyet 
dinh ciia Tdng thong lam ngudi chu nd da trang d mien Nam hit siic hai Idng nhung lai 
thieu cong bang vdi ngudi da den. Dua vao thang Igi dau tien nay, bat dau tir thang 
11/1865 cac tieu bang dugc xay dung trd lai sau ndi chien deu dua nhau quy dinh phap 
luat de rang budc ngudi da den. Nhiing phap luat do ggi la "phap luat den" (Black 
Codes quy dinh ngudi da den khdng dugc quyen mua dat, thue dat va cam ngudi da den 
di vao thanh phd de lam nhirng cdng viec ngoai ndng nghiep. Hg phai lam nghe ndng va 
nhat dinh phai ky hgp dong vdi ngudi da trang. Khi chua dugc chu nd cho phep, hg 
khong dugc tu y bd vi tri, neu khdng se bi canh sat bat lai. Vdi nhiing ngudi da den 
khong chiu ky vao hgp ddng thi bi ggi la "luu dan", hau nhu deu bi bat va tdng giam 

' The Thirteenth Amendment, http://rmc.library.comell.edu/abolitionism/thirteenth.htm. 
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vao nguc. Hg ed the dimg tien de chudc nhung vdi dia vi ngudi "luu dan" thi hg khong 
biet lay tien d dau ra de chudc minh. Trong trudng hgp nay, hg danh phai dl mgt ngudi 
da hrang cd tien den chudc hg, dan hg ve ndng trai dl lam viec va tra ng khoan tiln nay. 
Nhu vay, xa hdi khdng cho nhirng ngudi My da den lira chgn con dudng lao ddng thich 
hgp, trong hoan canh nao hg cung bi ddn vao cdng viec quin quanh la lam nong nghiep, 
phuc vu cho ngudi da trang. Nhiing ngudi no le mdi dugc giai phdng nay trong tay 
khdng cd dat dai, khdng cd nhan quyen ma chi la ngudi lao ddng nong nghiep, nhu thi 
hg chi cdi bd dugc danh phan la no le va chi dugc hudng cai tilng la ngudi tu do sudng 
ma thoi. 

Cho tdi thang 7/1866, Qudc hdi da thdng qua du luat cac quyln dan sir va thanh lap 
mgt Nha nd le dugc giai phdng, vdi nhiem vu ngan ngira su phan biet chimg tgc do cac 
CO quan lap phap mien Nam tien hanh. Ciing trong nam nay, Qudc hdi da thdng qua de 
an khac, ban cho 4 trieu ngudi da den hudng quyen cdng dan ciia nudc My. Tdng thdng 
Andrew Johnson mdt lan niia phu quyet de an vdi lap luan: "Ngudi da den khdng c6 sir 
hieu biet, khdng xiing dang hudng mgt phan "thudng" ldn la quyen cdng dan". Nhung 
lan nay, Qudc hdi da bd phieu lat dd quyen phu quyet cua Andrew Johnson. Tiep theo 
viec nay, Qudc hdi da thdng qua Tu chinh an thii 14 ciia Hien phap de bao ve quyen Igi 
cho ngudi da den. Dieu khoan nay ndi len rang "tat ca mgi ngudi sinh ra va dugc nhap 
quoc tich d nudc My va vi the cd quyen Igi phap ly deu la cdng dan ciia Hgp chimg 
quoc va ciia cae bang noi hg cu tni"^. Khi Tu chinh an dugc dua ra thi nhiing lanh tu d 
miln Nam khdng hai Idng va hg tir choi thdng qua. Hg dugc Tong thdng Andrew 
Johnson cdng khai iing hd. Nhu mgt hau qua phu cua chien tranh, cac co quan lap phap 
bang d miln Nam da thdng qua nhieu bd luat cua ngudi da den nham muc dich phuc hoi 
than phan no le ddi vdi nhiing nd le da dugc giai phdng. Dap lai, nhung nhom cdng 
nhan d mien Bac da len tieng img hg viec can thiep cua Qudc hdi de bao ve cac quyen 
ciia ngudi da den d miln Nam. Trong dao luat tai thiet thdng qua 3/1867, Quoc hgi da 
phdt Id nhiing chinh phu dugc thanh lap d cac bang mien Nam va hai dao luat ngay 2 va 
23/3/1867 dat cac bang miln Nam vao nam khu vuc chilm dong quan sir cua mien Bic. 
Viec quan ly quan sir khdng ap dung vdi cac chinh phu dan sir tuyen the trung thanh vdi 
Tu chinh an 14 va chip nhan quyln biu cir ciia ngudi da den. Nhu vay, trong thdi ky 
Tai thilt, ngudi My gdc Phi d miln Nam danh dugc quyen bau cir va nam giir cac chiic 
vu cong, ciing nhu dugc hudng mdt sl quyln dan su'ma trudc day hg bi khudc tir. Ngay 
18/7/1868, Qudc hdi cho thuc hien Tu chinh an 14 cua Hiln phap cho phep ngudi da 
den dugc lam edng dan ciia bang hg cu tni ciing nhu la cdng dan ciia Hgp chiing quoc 
Hoa Ky. Tu ehinh an nay cim cac bang cong bd nhiing dao luat co hieu lire cudp cua 
bit ky ai mang song, tu do va tai san ma khong co "quylt dinh theo diing thii tuc cua 
phap luat" (Due Process of Law). Cuge biu cii Tdng thing nam 1868 da dua tudng 
Grant - ngudi anh hung ciia cuge ndi chiln len lam Tong thdng. Sau dd, Qudc hgi da bo 

' Howard Cincotta: Khdi qudt vi lich sir nuac My (An Outline of American History) - Nguyin Chinh va 
Cao Xuan Bien - djch va hieu dinh, Nxb.Chinh trj QuIc gia, Ha Npi, 2000, tr. 204. 
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philu tan thanh Tu chinh an thii 15 (thdng qua ngay 30/3/1870) neu rd quyen dau phieu 
cua mgi cdng dan dugc luat phap lien bang true tiep dam bao: "nhiing quyln cdiig dan 
Hgp chung quoc vl biu cir se khdng bi phu nhan hay han ehl bdi Hgp chung qudc hay 
bit ky cae bang nao vi ly do chiing tdc, mau da hay tinh trang nd le trudc day" . Nhimg 
nha lap phap lien bang da mong nhiing van ban diy thien chi nay se dugc chinh quyln 
cac bang thuc thi diy du nhung kit qua lai rit bi tham. Quan he giiia ngudi My da tring 
va ngudi My da den cue ky cang thing trong sudt thdi ky nay. Dac biet khi Thdi ky Tai 
thilt chim dirt vao nam 1877, gidi chii dit miln Nam ap dat mdt the che mdi nham tudc 
bo quyln cdng dan cua ngudi da den va theo dudi chu truong phan biet chimg tdc. Nhirng 
chu nd le da tring khong liic nao khdng tim each trd lai ngdi vi chu nhan tren lanh thd ciia 
minh va bit "bgn mgi den" trd lai vdi than phan nd le. Y chi dd dugc the hien mdt each 
tring trgn bing viec thanh lap td chiic Ku Klux Klan vdi muc dich ham dga ngudi da den 
va trudc hit diy hg ra xa cac hdm phieu. Td chiic nay hoat ddng tich cue trong thdi ky 
1866 va 1869 va co nhilu trudng hgp chiing bat ngudi da den ra thieu sdng. 

Din din, sir chilm ddng ciia quan ddi mien Bac vdi mien Nam dugc ndi long. 
Ding thdi, cac bang miln Nam lan lugt lat dd nhiing co quan Lap phap theo Dang Cong 
hoa (tiic la cac co quan c6 dai dien ciia ngudi da den ben canh nhiing dai bieu da trang) da 
dugc lap ra dudi siic ep cua chinh quyen lien bang. Mdt trong nhiing viec lam dau tien 
cua Tdng thdng Hayes len thay Tong thong Grant da man han hai nhiem ky vao thang 
4/1877 la nit het don vi quan ddi lien bang cdn lai d mien Nam. Nhu vay, chinh quyen 
lien bang do Dang Cong hoa dat ra d mien Nam tir nam 1865 da thira nhan bat lire trong 
viec ap dat cho mien Nam ngoan co, sir binh dang giiia nhirng ngudi nd le da den vira 
dugc giai phdng. Tren binh dien chiing tdc (khdng phai la binh dien kinh te) nhirng ngudi 
mien Nam chien bai r\ay lai trd thanh ngudi chien thang, du chi la mdt nira. 

Trong vdng mdt phan tu the ky ndi tiep sau dd, quyen bau cir cua ngudi da den d 
mien Nam thuc te khdng cdn nira. Cac Tu chinh an nham dam bao quyen Igi va su tu do 
sau khi dugc giai phdng ciia ngudi da den ciing trd thanh td giay ldn. Vao khoang nam 
1900, ddi vdi quyen Igi ma mgi ngudi cho rang "quyen trdi ban", ngudi da den d mien 
Nam hoan toan khdng dugc hudng gi ca. Hon niia, nhirng phong trao diu tranh cho tu do, 
quyen Igi cua ngudi da den ciing ling hin xudng. Phai chd din khi du an vl "Quyln Igi 
cdng dan" ma Tong thdng Kenedy da dl ra dugc chinh tay Tdng thing kl nhiem la 
Lindon Johnson (1963) thdng qua. Theo luat n&y, ngoai viec quylt dinh Chinh phu bd tiln 
de triet tieu sir each ly ve mat chimg tdc d cac trudng hgc va ngan cim sir ky thi dan tgc d 
nhimg nod cdng cdng, ddi vdi chu doanh nghiep, nlu cd thai do ky thi dan tdc, thi chinh 
phu se khong ky nhirng hgp ddng thugc vl Qudc phdng (nhiing hgp ddng thudng mang 
nhilu Igi ich beo bd). Trudc dd, Qudc hdi da thdng qua "Luat vl quyln bd philu" mang 
den cho ngudi da den quyln dugc biu cii. Din day thi ehl do each ly chimg tdc keo dai 
hang trSm nam qua d nudc My da dugc bai bd. Quan niem ky thi chimg tdc it nhit ciing 

Howard Cincotta: Khdi qudt vi lich sir nuac My (An Outline of American History) - Nguyin Chinh va 
Cao Xuan Bign - djch va hieu dinh, Nxb. Chinh tri QuIc gia. Ha Npi, 2000, tr. 205. 
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khong the xuit hien d cac co quan nha nudc. Vao nhirng nam 1966 - 1968, trong sd ngudi 
da den lai xuit hien mdt nhdm cue doan co nhiing hanh dgng khimg bl, gilt ngudi, ddt 
nha... Nhung mat khac, dai da sd ngudi da den van bmh tinh tao lich sir cho minh. Hg da 
nghiem tiic dang ky vao danh sach cir tri, nghiem tiic bd philu, nghiem tiic hgc hoi va lam 
viec, budc nhiing budc virng vang vao dong chay cua xa hdi dl hranh thu dia vi bmh ding 
cho minh. ;•<.•: .'.:.'.. 

5. Nhirng thang loi flat dirffc cua ngiroi da den d My 

Trong sudt mdt phan tu the ky tir khi thong qua Dao luat quyln bd philu, siic 
manh chinh tri cua ngudi da den ngay cang ldn manh va day dugc coi la mdt vii khi 
chien luge trong eugc chien diu khdng ngimg de co dugc sir binh ding hoan toan. K I 
tir nam 1965, hau nhu tren mgi linh vuc, ngudi da den da tham gia diy du va dat dugc 
nhung budc tien vugt bac, dac biet la trong cac hoat ddng chinh tri. Tir con sd chua 
den 500 quan chirc ngudi da den dugc bau vao nam 1965, gid da cd hon 7.500 quan 
chiic dugc bau. Tai hai thanh pho ldn nhat nudc My la New York va Los Angels, ciing 
nhu tai Philadelphia, Detroit, Washington va hon 100 thanh pho khac trong ca nudc, 
phu nii va nam gidi da den giii cac chiie vu thi trudng thanh phd. Nhin chung, ngudi 
My da den tham gia tich cue vao cac hoat dgng chinh tri hon cac nhdm thieu so khac 
vdi ty le cir tri di bau ludn d mirc cao. Trong nhiing thap nien gan day, hg ciing nam 
giir cac vi tri quan trgng trong bg may tu phap va trong chinh quyen Hoa Ky; ngoai 
Clarence Thomas la ngudi My da den thii nhi (sau Thurgood Marshall) dugc bd nhiem 
vao Vien Tu phap tdi cao Hoa Ky nam 1991, thi Colin Powell la ngudi My da den dam 
nhiem chiic vu thugc hang quan trgng thii hai trong chinh phii lien bang, Powell dugc 
bo nhiem Ngoai trudng Hoa Ky nam 2000, sau khi phuc vu trong cuong vi Cd van An 
ninh QuIc gia (1987-1989) va Chu tich Lien quan (1989-1993). Ngudi kl nhiem Powell 
trong chiic vu Bd trudng Ngoai giao tir nam 2004 la ngudi Condoleezza Rice, phu nii 
My da den diu tien phuc vu ehinh phii trong vi tri nay; trudc do Rice la Cd van An ninh 
QuIc gia cho Tdng thing George W. Bush nhiem ky 2000-2004. Thing Igi dinh diim 
ciia ngudi da den d My dugc danh diu bing viec Barack Obama tning cir Tdng thdng My 
vao thang 11/2008 va tuyen the nham chiic vao thang 1/2009. Barack Obama la Tdng 
thing thii 44, Tdng thong ngudi da den diu tien cua nudc My. Chien thang cua dng la su 
din dap xiing dang cho nhung nd lire dau tranh doi quyen binh dang khong met moi cua 
cong ddng ngudi da den d My. 

v l kinh tl, dii nhilu ngudi My gdc Phi van sing dudi miic ngheo nhung nhiing 
chi sl gin day cho thiy khoang each giau ngheo dang thu hep din. K I hi culi thap nien 
1990, miic Igi tiic ciia ngudi da den gia tang dang kl - thanh phin ha luu dang thu hep 
din trong khi sl lugng ngudi My da den gia nhap ting Idp trung luu cd chieu hudng 
tang len va din diu nhiing nam 1990 chilm tren 20% ting sd ngudi My da den so vdi 
15% nam 1970'°. Hg cd nha rieng, cd d to rieng, dii tiln cho con cai vao hgc cac trudng 

'" Ninh Hoa: Nguai da den a My hiin nay, Tap chi chau My ngay nay, s6 6 - 1996, tr. 43. 
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Dai hgc cd tilng tam. Hon 1,7 trieu ngudi My da den da vugt qua ngudng ngheo; 
khoang each giiia miic Igi tiic cua phu nir da den va phu nir da tring nay chi cdn mdt vai 
phin tram; ty le thit nghiep d ngudi da den trong nhirng nam gin day d dudi miic 10%. 
Ty le ngudi ngheo tir 26,5% trong nam 1998 cdn 24,7%) nam 2004. Theo danh sach 
nhiing ngudi My da den giau nhit do Tap chi Forbes cdng bd thang 5/2009 vira qua, Nii 
hoang truyin hinh Oprah Winfrey la ngudi diing diu vdi tai san tri gia 2,7 ty USD" 
song ciing khdng la gi khi so sanh vdi con sd 40 ti U S D ' ^ tri gia tai san ciia Bill Gates 
trong nam 2009, khi Gates dugc xip thii nhit trong danh sach nhiing ngudi My da trang 
giau nhit trong 15 nam lien tiep tinh cho tdi nay. 

Day la qua la nhiing hien tugng ma 10-15 nam trudc day khd cd thi tudng dugc ra 
dugc vdi nhiing ngudi My da den. Phai trai qua nhiing cuge dau tranh lau dai va gian 
khd, din nay ngudi My da den mdi danh dugc quyen cdng dan so dang va cd quyen 
binh ding vdi ngudi da tring, nhu cd quyen ngdi ciing ban vdi ngudi da trang trong cac 
quan an, co quyln ngdi d cac hang ghe tren trong xe d td buyt cdng cdng ma khdng bi 
xua dudi, danh dap nhu trudc kia. ,. , , 

6. Nhirng van de con ton tai '. .̂ 7/ 

Dii chi do nd le va ehl do phan biet ehiing tdc d My da di vao qua khii nhung nhilu 
ngudi My da den van thay nhieu van de kinh te xa hdi vdi hg van tdn tai su phan biet 
(dudi nhiing hinh thiic tinh vi hon trudc) va ngudi da den van chiu thiet thdi son so vdi 
ngudi da tring. Va dii nhiing co hdi chua timg cd da giilp ngudi My da den tiep can he 
thdng giao due dai hgc va tuyen dimg nhan lire, do nhiing tan du cua che do nd le va sir 
ky thi chiing tgc, ngudi da den van la mdt cdng ddng tut hau ve kinh te, giao due va xa 
hdi neu so sanh vdi ngudi da trang. Cac van de nan giai ve chinh tri, kinh te, xa hgi doi 
vdi ngudi My da- den la viec khd tiep can cac chuong trinh cham sdc siic khoe, chu 
nghia chimg tdc trong cac dinh che, phan biet trong gia eu, giao due, canh sat, tu phap 
va nhan dung; ciing cd cae van nan ve ngheo khd va bi lam dung. Ngheo khd la van nan 
ldn khi lien quan den cac tdn thuong tinh than trong eugc sdng hdn nhan va bien phap 
giai quyet, cac van de ve siic khoe, trinh do hgc van thap, mat quan binh trong cac chiic 
nang tam ly va tdi pham. Nam 2004, cd 24,7%) gia dinh ngudi My da den dugc xem la 
song dudi miic ngheo. Ngudi da den cue ngheo thu nhap thip hon 3 lin so vdi ngudi da 
trang cue ngheo. Trong nam 2005, cd 4,3 trieu ngudi My cue ngheo la ngudi da den'^ 

Anh hudng ciia cac hoat ddng tdi pham nhu gilt ngudi, budn ma tuy va trin lot 
khiln cae cdng ddng ngudi My da den cang ngheo khd hon va dang la hidt vin de 
nghiem trgng. Mdt sd thing ke cho thiy, ngudi My da den pham tdi gilt ngudi, bi gilt 

10 nguai My da den giau nhdt, http://www.baodatviet.vn/Home/10-nguoi-My-da-den-giau-
nhat/20095/41196.datviet. 
'̂  Nhimg typhii giau nhdt hdnh tinh nam 2009, http://vneconomv.vn/20090312085634562P0C5/nhung-tv 
-phu- giau-nhat-haiih-tinh-nam-2009.htm. 

So nguai cue ngheo a My cao ky luc, 
http://www.tapchicongsan.org.vn/details.asp?Object=6&News_ID=19949851. 
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hoac bi giam giir nhilu hon bay lin ngudi da tring. Tuy vay, cac cuge nghien ciiu khac 
chi ra rang se la sai lim nlu ndi kit ngudn glc chimg tgc vdi miic pham tgi cao, nhung 
CO le trinh do hgc van va dia vi xa hgi la nguyen nhan din din tinh trang nay. Ty le cac 
vu sat nhan va cac hinh thirc bao hanh khac ciia ngudi My da den la cao hon so vdi cac 
cong dong dan cu da tring hoac cac chimg tdc khac cd chung hoan canh (tut hau vl kinh 
te). Hg thudng la ddi tugng ciia viec phan loai hd so dua theo ylu tl chimg tdc, ciing de 
bi coi la hinh mau tieu cue trong xa hdi. 

Nhu vay, d ngay tai nudc My giau co va van minh, sir phan biet chimg tgc tuy cd bi 
day liii, nhung chua hodn toan bi loai trir ra khoi ddi sdng xa hdi My, ma van con tin tai 
trong nhieu linh vuc, dudi nhieu hinh thiic va goc do khac nhau. 

Tom lai, che do nd le (1791-1865) - dugc coi la mgt "vlt nho" trong lich sir ciia 
nudc My. Sau khi nd le dugc giai phong, da sd nhiing ngudi My da trang vin chu 
truang quan niem rang cdng dan da trang vdi cdng dan da den tuy binh ding nhung 
khac biet va cac bang mien Nam van ban hanh nhiing luat le ky thi cam nhiing ngudi 
My da den lai vang tdi cac khu cdng cdng danh cho ngudi My da trang. Co ve nhu 
ngudi My da trang van coi hg la "cong dan hang nhi" trong xa hdi. Tinh trang ky thi 
tren keo dai cho tdi sau chien tranh the gidi thii hai, khi ngudi My da den thiic tinh va 
bat dau phan khang ddi quyen binh dang ve quyen Igi chinh tri va kinh te vdi ngudi My 
da trang. Dai dien cho hg la muc su Martin Luther King, ngudi dan dau cac eugc bieu 
tinh tranh dau cho ngudi da den quyen bau cir. Trudc xu the giai phdng cua thdi dai, de 
giii uy tin ciing nhu ly do ngi bg, mgt loat cac dao luat ggi chung la Luat dan quyen da 
dugc QuIc hdi My ban hanh trong nhiing nam 1957, 1960, 1964, 1965, 1968, tat ca deu 
nham muc dich dem lai sir cdng bang hoac nang do cac sac tdc My thieu so, chii yeu la 
ngudi da den. 160 nam qua, ngudi da den da phai dau tranh lien tuc mdi cd dugc quyen 
nay. Nhung sir that la sau khi cac dao luat dan quyen ra ddi, mgt ban bao cao day du 
nhat cua chinh phii lien bang ve tinh trang phan hda chimg tgc van cdn ket luan rang 
"Dit nudc chiing ta dang bien thanh hai xa hgi, mgt trang mgt den, each biet va khdng 
binh ding". Cho din giai doan gin day, tuy dia vi cua nhirng ngudi My da den da dugc 
cai thien nhilu va hg ciing da gianh dugc nhiing vi tri xiing dang trong nhieu linh vuc 
ciia ddi sdng xa hdi nhung nhin chung day khong phai la sd ddng. Tinh trang d6i ngheo, 
benh tat va cac te nan xa hdi, chilm ty le ldn van la nhiing ngudi My da den. Ve tam ly 
xa hgi, giira hg van cd nhirng khoang each ldn trong quan he. Hay n6i each khac, nudc 
My vin con nhilu vin dl vl nhan quyen can phai giai quyet. Nhu vay, che do nd le keo 
dai trong lich sir da dl lai nhung di chimg benh ly xa hgi trong ca ngudi da den va ca 
ngudi da tring d My, va cd le phai mat them nhieu thap ky nira hd sau ngan each nay 
mdi duoc xoa bd. 
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