
CONG GIAO TRONG OOI SONG TAM LINH 
CUA NGUdi PHILIPPIN 

LU'ONG THI THOA* 
LUONG HOAI THANH** 

So vdi cac tdn giao khac d khu vUc, 

Cdng giao cd mat tai Ddng Nam A 

kha mudn (tfl cudl the ky XV do cac nha 

truyen giao ddng Da Minh ciia Bd Dao 

Nha mang de'n, tiep theo la cac nha 

truyen giao Tay Ban Nha, Ha Lan, Anh, 

Phap). Qua trinh truyen ba Cdng giao d 

Ddng Nam A gin lien vdi qua trinh xam 

lupc cua chil nghia thUc dan phUdng Tay. 

Sd vdi cac nUdc trdng khu vUc, Philippin 

la mdt trdng hai qud'c gia (cflng vdi Viet 

Nam) cd heat dpng truyen giao dien ra 

kha tieu bieu va thanh cdng nha't, dat 

hieu qua nhat. 

Khi nhflng nha truyen giao Tay Ban 

Nha dat chan tdi Philippin, hp mang theo 

mdt "nhiet tam" mud'n cflu vdt nhflng linh 

hdn ngoai dao cUa ngudi dan. Hp xay diing 

nhflng toa giao dudng uy nghi va thuyet 

giang dad dflc de meng dan chung dfldc 

cflu rdi. "Nhflng vdi ngfldi dan Philippin, 

cac linh muc da that vpng khi tha'y r ing 

mdt khi hp quay lflng di thi dan ban xfl 

ngay lap tflc lai quay ve vdi nhflng nghi li 

cd XUa. Cdng giao dupe ap dat vao 

Philippin nhUng ngudi dan ndi day da 

khdng chap nhan tdan bp ca'u true cua 

Cdng giad chau Au. Ceng giad Philippin 
ludn chUa diing nhieu tin ngUdng ngdai 
giao lam cho nd ddng nhat vdi nen van boa 
Philippin"[7;89]. 

"NgUdi Philippin rat nghiem tuc treng 

tin ngfldng cila hp. Va dd la ngudn sflc 

manh cho hp trong nhflng lflc khd khan. 

Hp tin rang sii dan dat ciia th in Thanh la 

ngudn gd'c cho nhflng thanh cdng cua hp. 

Ban tinh me tin lam cho hp khdng phan 

biet ngudn gd'c ciia nhflng tin ngUdng nay. 

Dieu quan trpng d day la mdt sflc manh 

sieu nhien, manh hdn bin than hp, nd 

dang quay cai banh xe se' phan cua cupc 

ddi hp va hp cd the trdng chd vad sU giflp 

dd ciia nd" [7; 88]. 

Ddl vdi ngfldi dan Philippin cac nghi le 

cd mdt vai trd rat quan trpng trong ddi 

sd'ng ciia hp, trong dd phai ke tdi cac bi 

tich tdn giao. Bf tfch rifa tdi (Baptism) la 

nghi le quan trpng diu tien trong ddi 

ngudi. Bi tfch Them sUc va Bf tfch Ban 

Thanh the tang cudng hdn nfla sU rang 

budc gifla tfn dd va tfn ngfldng ciia ngudi 

dan. Budc sang tudi trUdng thanh de ganh 

trach nhiem thudng dupe danh da'u bing 

Bi tfch hen phdi d nha thd. Nhflng nghi le 
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cudl cflng dfldc khep lai vdi bi tich Sam hel 

dupe thiic hien cho ngUdi s ip chet. Nhflng 

nghi le hang ngay bao gdm Thanh le 

(Mass) hay nhflng budi le nhd, nhflng budi 

chiu, le rUde, viec dpc kinh hang ngay 

trong gia dinh, dpc kinh Dflc Ba va ciu 

nguyen trUdc bfla an. Nhflng nghi le dac 

biet dupc thuc hien trong nhflng sfl kien 

tin ngUdng nad dd, chang ban nhU le visi-

ta iglesia (nghia la "Vie'ng thdm nhd thd') 

vad ngay Thfl Sau Thieng lieng, chfle 

phflc bang lifa va cui treng ngay Thfl Sau 

Tam tdi, Thanh le Vpng Giang sinh, an 

kieng trong sud't Mfla Chay (tfl Thfl Tu le 

Tro den Thfl Sau Tuin Thanh ), li dang 

hoa cho Dflc Me Ddng Trinh trong thang 

Nam... Le ban phflc cung dflpc tien hanh 

cho mpt cdng trinh xay diing mdi, mdt can 

nha mdi, mdt chiee xe mdi, mdt nha hang 

mdi hay mpt cifa tiem nhd trUdc khi nd 

dupe dUa vao sif dung. 

Ddi sdng tam linh ciia ngudi Philippin 

khdng chi the hien trong viec thiic hien 

cac bf tfch Cdng giao ma cdn the hien 

trong tang ma. Quan niem ve cai chet va 

cac qua trinh mai tang va de tang, Cdng 

giao cflng cac mdi quan he sung dao ddl 

vdi cac vj Thanh dfldc the hien rat re net 

qua cac tang le dien ra tren da't nUdc 

Philippin. Quan niem nay nha't thie't phai 

di trUdc quan niem kia, bdi vi cd rat nhieu 

thdng le tdn giao phd bien d Philippin 

nhin chung deu lien quan de'n Tuin Chay, 

dac biet thdi gian gifla ngay Thfl Sau 

Tuin Thanh va Chu nhat le Phuc sinh, 

khoang thdi gian ma cai chet ciia Chfla 

Jesus ket thfle bang sfl hdi sinh cua 

Ngfldi. d nhieu ndi tren da't nflde 

Philippin, nhieu theng le tdn giao va dien 

thd dja phudng ciia Chua Jesus ten tai rat 

phd bien, dd la hinh n i m nghieng cua 

Chfla dfldc dd ra khdi cay Thanh gia va 

dflpc t r i i ra trdng chet choc. Bflc tflpng 

Chfla Jesus da chet va dien thd ciia Chfla 

cd nang life chfla vet thfldng va cac nang 

lflc phi thfldng khac. 

Vdi ngfldi dan Philippin, cac quan niem 

ve cai chet va cac 'vi Thanh Cdng giao rat 

phflc tap, cd nhieu diem gan ket gifla tang 

le cua ngfldi dan va cai chet cHa Chfla 

Jesus, sfl tdn sflng "Chfla Jesus da mat" 

xoay quanh sfl sung bai Tuan Chay va cac 

vd kjeh huyen bf md ta nhflng khd hinh 

ciia Chfla. 

Khi gia dinh c6 ngfldi than qua ddi, 

ngfldi Philippin thudng co tuc le thfle canh 

xac chet trflde khi chon de nhflng linh hdn 

xa'u va "phfl thuy an npi tang" khdng de'n 

quay ray xac chet. Ddl vdi hp, cflng nhfl 

viee sinh nd, cai chet khdng bao gid la 

ganh nang hay sfl mat mat rieng cua mdt 

ca nhan. Khi tin xa'u dfldc bao ra, hp hang 

va ban be ciia ngfldi chet se den gia dinh 

ciia ngfldi ay de thfldng khde cflng vdi tang 

gia. Sau dd la dam rfldc dfla ngfldi chet ve 

ndi yen nghi. 

Dam rfldc thfldng dfldc dfla de'n trung 

tam thi tran de lam le cau sieu; viec nay 

mat 45 phut va la viec rat chara chap va 

ndng bflc. Sau l i cau sieu, dam rfldc di bd 

trd lai nghia trang d ben ngoai thj tran de 

thfle hien viec chon cat. Linh muc thfldng 

khdng bao gid tdi eho chon ca't(trfl khi 

dfldc tra mpt khoan tien dac biet tfl nhflng 

gia dinh giau cd). Khi chon cat, mpi ngfldi 

ludn trdng chd gia dinh co ngfldi chet se 

hoc Id ndi dau thUdng. Vd chdng c6 the 

ghet nhau de'n may khi cdn sd'ng, nhUng 
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ba vd hay dng chdng cdn sd'ng ma cd chflt 
tfl trpng thi se phi i than khde khi dang 
ehdn cat hoac cd khi cdn bi ngat di. 

Nhflng diem mau chd't ve tinh cim ciia 
li nghi deu dien ra ma khdng cd linh muc, 
bdi vi cd ba thdi diem khee than va gpi 
ngfldi da khuat (khoc than theo nghi li) 
diin ra. Dd la: lflc chet, khi tie'ng keu khde 
dang sd vang len quanh ngdi lang; thdi 
diem khi xac chet dupe mang ra khdi nha 
va dat vao xe tang; va thdi diem khi quan 
tai dupc dat vao trong ngdi mp dpn san. 

Trong l i ciu sieu, linh muc thudng te 
nUdc Thanh vao xac chet va quan tai vai 
l in va lay may nen hUdng tfl lfl hUdng ben 
tren. Viec "ciu sieu" nay cho xac chet cd 
y nghia rat quan trpng vdi ngUdi dan 
Philippin va eo the dUdc nhic de'n nhu 
met dac trflng cua le tang. Trong khi dd, 
ddl vdi Cdng giao chfnh thd'ng dieu nay 
chUa bao gid dUdc coi la chuan miic de linh 
hdn nhanh dUdc de'n ndi chudc tdi. 

Khdng gid'ng nhU nhflng ngudi thee 
Cdng giao Chau Au d Bd Dao Nha hay Tay 
Ban Nha, ngUdi Philippin hiem khi nhic 
de'n cau hdi ve ndi de'n ciia cac linh hdn d 
thien dudng, dia nguc hoac d ndi an nan 
hdi ldi. Ndi an nan hdi ldi h iu nhu khdng 
dupe nhic tdi mpt each tU nhien. Hp nghi 
Chua dang trflng phat ngfldi dang sd'ng va 
khdng cho hp dfldc chet cho de'n khi ho tra 
het np; va ndi de'n cUa hp thfldng dfldc ndi 
tdi dd chi'nh la khai niem ve "bdng td'i". 
Mpt ngfldi khi dfldc hdi th ing ve chuyen gi 
xay ra ddl vdi cac hdn ma, se ludn ludn ndi 
ring hp len thien dudng ngay lap tflc 
(hoac den 'ndi ma hp se phai de'n' - mpt tfl 
bao gdm ca dja nguc); ngfldi Philippin cho 
ring ne'u trdi mfla sau khi ai dd chet la 

mdt da'u hieu td't, bdi vi thien dUdng se 
rdng md va cac linh hen se bay len di 
dang hdn. Trong Ngay li cac Linh hdn, 
ngudi dan deu th ip nen tren md de ngUdi 
chet cd the 'tha'y ldi ve' the' gidi cua ngUdi 
sd'ng; neu kheng thi hp se van d trdng 
bdng tdi, vflng da't vd djnh ciia ngudi chet. 

Nhflng le ky niem lien quan den cai 
chet deu khdng dfldc hdan thanh cflng vdi 
dam tang. Chin ngay sau dd, gia dinh gin 
nha't se den vieng sdm hang ngay, va lam 
nghi le cho ngudi chet vao budi tdi (le 
Novena). Mdt nghi le khac dupe lam vao 
mdt thang sau (le Mass) va sau dd hang 
nam vao ngay gid ciia ngudi da khuat va 
di vieng md. 

Nhflng Ie ciu kinh cho ngudi chet 
thudng chi dien ra treng gia dinh va linh 
muc kheng bao gid cd mat. Nhflng ngfldi 
phu nfl cao tudi bat nhflng bai ca ciu kinh 
khac nhau, bao gdm nhflng bai cho ngudi 
da khua't, ngUdi ldn va tre nhd; nhflng 
ngfldi phu nfl nay khdng phai ngfldi day 
giao ly ma cung khdng lien quan chinh 
thfle den nha thd. Hp chi ddn gian la hpc 
nhflng cau ciu kinh, tfch luy hang ta 
quyen sach nhd chfla cac van tfl khac 
nhau. Hp thfldng kiem dflpc chut tien 
bing viec dpc kinh roze tai mieu thd trdng 
vflng ciia Chua. Gia dinh ngfldi chet se t r i 
chd ngfldi phu nfl (hdac vai ngudi ne'u gia 
dinh cd ngUdi trung gian) mdt sd' tien nhe 
khding 10 hdac 20 pesd mdi ngUdi. 

Vao ngay dau tien va ngay cudl cflng 

cua budi le cau nguyen, va vao cudl thang, 

cflng nhfl vao cac ngay gio, gia dinh se 

chuan bj chut thfle an de mdi nhflng ngudi 

da de'n dii nghi li . Sii ti mi ceng phu trdng 

viec chuan bj phu thupc vao ngUdi trung 
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gian ciia gia dinh lflc dd, va phu thudc vao 
t im quan trpng ciia djp le, va so' ngudi (vi 
du nhu con va chau), nhflng ngUdi mdng 
mud'n dupc tham dii nghi le. Thudng thi 
ngay gid chi mdi nhflng ngudi hp hang 
than thiet nha't va chi cd tieng hat va nen 
chay treng ngdi nha chi ra rang le gid 
dang dien ra. 

Nhieu ngUdi Philippin ndi r ing hdn ma 
quay trd lai tham ngudi sd'ng vad mdi 
mflng 1 thang 11. Trong thdi gian nay, 
nhflng ngudi cdn sd'ng se den tham va 
thUc ben ngdi me ciia ngUdi da khua't, va 
ngudi chet se quay lai tham nha cua 
nhflng ngUdi than minh. 

Ngay le cac linh hen dUdc chuan hi 

trong sudt tuan trUdc dd, khi ngUdi ta diet 

cd dai treng nghia trang, lau dpn va quet 

vdi cho cac phin mp. Lflc nay trdng nghia 

trang rat khac, vi sud't thdi gian cdn lai 

cua nam nd rat hoang ving, cd mpc diy va 

le loi, vi dd la ndi ma ngfldi dan hiem khi 

tii nhien de'n. Treng Ngay l i cac linh hdn, 

quang cinh hoan toan khac, bdi vi nghia 

trang dupc trang tri riic rd va ldi cud'n, va 

mpi ngudi deu cd ging ve nha de tham dii. 

Vae chieu mflng 1 thang 11, viec chuan 

bj hdan ta't tang le bang chuyen di de'n 

nghia trang de mua nen, hea va s ip xep 

tren phin mp. Sau dd, sud't budi tdi, ca gia 

dinh hoac it nha't la mpt thanh vien trong 

gia dinh se de'n nghia trang va ngdi ben 

phin mp. Ne'u ngudi than cua nha nao dd 

dupc ehdn d vai ndi khac nhau, bdi vi 

thudng nhu the, trfl khi gia dinh dd dxx 

giau de mua mpt phan da't rieng, sau dd 

dieu quan trpng nha't la di tham va th ip 

nen d tflng phan md. Sau khi trdi tdi, 

nghia trang trdng rat dep, vdi nhflng Anh 

nen dd va trang riic rd, tieng tham thi trd 

chuyen, hea tfldi hoac khd tren cac phin 

mp sach dep, va cac quay hang ban dau 

phdng va dd an nhe khac. 

Tfl nghia trang trd ve mpi ngfldi tfl td 

ehflc cac le ciu nguyen tai nha. Dd thd 

gdm cd mpt dia cau, mpt dia banh gao nep, 

va mpt dia banh ngpt (da mua), cflng vdi 

nflde hoac ca phe va cd the la mpt chut 

rflpu. Ban chat ciia dd thd phu thupc vao 

muc dfch danh cho ai, ne'u hdn ma ve 

tham nha la tre em thi chflng se thfch 

banh quy, trong khi cau lai danh cho 

ngfldi gia va rupu danh cho dan dng. 

Khi le cau kinh dfldc chu tri bdi nhflng 

ngudi phu nfl, moi ngfldi ngdi tren nen 

nha va hat theo bai kinh vdi giai dieu bdn 

cau cau xin Dflc Me ddng trinh phfl hp cho 

hp va nhflng ngfldi da khua't; sau dd thfle 

hien nghi l i dpc ten ciia nhflng ngfldi da 

khua't, trflde khi giue mpi ngfldi an banh 

gao nep, va nen chay het tren ban thd. 

Day la nhflng dieu cho chung ta thay 

sfl tdn tai cua ea hai sii anh hfldng: Cdng 

giao va nhflng tin ngUdng dia phudng. Ca 

hai dieu nay cflng song song tdn tai va doi 

khi rat kho phan biet. Tuy nhien, niem tin 

vao Chfla van gifl vai trd quan trpng nhat 

trong ddi sdng tinh than ciia ngfldi dan 

Philippin. 

Tdm lai: Mot Id, ddl vdi ngfldi dan 

Philippin quan niem ve thien dfldng, dia 

nguc va ndi chupc tpi, tpi loi va sfl trflng 

phat theo Cong giao Tay Ban Nha da bj 

bien ddi. Dac biet, thien dfldng cung 

khdng dfldc nha'n manh l im va v in xung 

khac vdi cac quan niem khong phai cua 

Cdng giao ve cai chet theo mdt mflc dd 
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nha't dinh. 

Hai la, neu nhflng gi ngUdi Philippin 

ndi ve cai chet khdng dUpc nha'n manh rd 

rang d cudc sd'ng sau khi chet thi ngudi ta 

nha'n manh vad mdi quan he gifla ngUdi 

chet va ngUdi sd'ng, hd' sau ngan each gifla 

ngfldi sd'ng va ngudi chet, va van de dat tdi 

sU chia each bean tdan. 

Nhu vay, mac dfl Cdng giad cd anh 

hfldng ldn de'n ddi sd'ng xa hpi ciia ngudi 

dan Philippin, dac biet t rong ddi sd'ng t am 

linh, nbUng nhflng ngfldi dan ben canh 

viec tie'p thu nhflng gia trj dd van tiep tuc 

duy tri nhflng gia trj t ruyen thd'ng ciia 

van hda ban dja, gdp p h i n lam phong phu 

them ddi sd'ng t inh t h i n cua cU dan da't 

nflde ngan d id nay./. 
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